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LAURA HEMING 


One of the most popular books of 
the Bible - a book of sorrow, rejoic- 
ing and simply crying out - has lost 
much of its original intention. In Jew- 
ish tradition, the Psalms were sung 
in the front of the tabernacle. They 
were originally intended to teach and 
encourage the entire people in pub- 
lic performances, and now they seem 
to have lost their original intention 
within the inevitable process of mo- 
dernity. A group has managed to bring 
back the original intent of these songs 
and reminded us of this when they 
visited Redeemer on Monday, Janu- 
ary 23. The Psalm Project, a group of 
six talented musicians from the Neth- 
erlands made a stop in the auditorium 
on their “Teach us to Pray” tour. Their 
purpose is to take modern worship 
and string it together with the histori- 
cal purpose of the Psalms. Redeemer 
was their second show that day, as 


they flew straight from Netherlands 
to perform in Mississauga at 7:30 that 
morning. The tour was taken to cities 
such as Toronto, Grimsby, London, 
Grand Rapids and Chicago. The group 
started off by explaining their reason- 
ing for titling the tour “Teach us to 
Pray.” They believed that since it is the 
largest book of the Bible, the signifi- 
cance of the Psalms is apparent. The 
Psalms echo many of our modern day 
heart cries and show us how to pray 
as David did, The Psalms sung ranged 
from joy proclamations (Psalm 119) 
to songs of desperation (Psalm 22). 
Psalm 22 was a particularly intrigu- 
ing piece because it was so parallel to 
our society's cry to God when things 
are going wrong. It was an emotional 
and delicate performance which em- 
bodied perfectly the common cry for 
the Lord. This Psalm particularly was 
a reminder of sorts that although ev- 
erything changes, one thing that still 
stays the same decades upon decades 
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later is this world’s desperation for 
God. It is a ery which nothing of this 
world can quench or satisfy. Others 
performed included Psalm 86, “Teach 
me O Lord;” Psalm 139, “Happy are 
Those,” which was sung along with 
the audience; and Psalm 72, “Prayer 
for the King.” Each of the Psalms were 
versions of sixteenth century com- 
positions from the Genevan Psalter 
of 1562 which was produced under 
the leadership of John Calvin. These 
Psalm melodies are also performed 
in languages including Dutch, Eng- 
lish, German, Hungarian, Indonesian 
and Japanese. The uniqueness of this 
project is something that will make it 
memorable. Often times we neglect 
to remember the original intentions 
of Biblical passages, especially as we 
try to relate everything to what we 
are going through in our lives. It is 
important to be reminded though, of 
how the Word of God has come from 
people who were just like us, ones 
who didn't always understand God's 
ways, but were able to communicate 
through song their frustration with 
God. God wants to know our hearts 
in full and what better way to be re- 
minded of this than to hear the wide 
range of poetry that was a cry to God 
from His people.@ 
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Saving Face art show to come to 
Redeemer on March 3 


JAMES TUGHAN 


In Ingmar Bergman's classic film, 
“Persona,” there is an amazing rever- 
sal of how we judge one another by 
appearances and social expectations. 
A young and altruistically naive nurse 
Alma is put in charge of the convales- 
cence of an older and seemingly mute 
actress Elizabeth, who has suddenly 
retreated from the acting stage (mid- 
performance) and refused to speak at 
all to anyone. The two are sequestered 
in a Swedish cottage north of Stock- 
holm in complete isolation and rest, 
presumably to help the actress recover 
from whatever has provoked her sud- 
den “nervous breakdown.” 

There is this opening shot of a face 
coming into focus at an agonizingly 
slow pace on a screen being touched 
by a child. It foreshadows the daunt- 
ing mystery that completely defeats 
the young nurse, who in spite of all 
her best clinical training cannot coax 
the actress to come out from behind 
her defensive shell and speak even 
a single word. Alma is so driven to 
frustration and rage by her patient 
that she resorts to what is effectively 
elder abuse, in which she deliberately 
tries to injure her. It is at this point 
that the reversal occurs. Alma com- 
pletely comes unhinged and the older 
Elizabeth becomes her healer, making 
the caregiver the patient. Bergman 
shrewdly intersperses at this point, 
images of a sacrificed lamb, showing 
that he clearly understands the words 
of Jesus, “the last shall be frst and phe 


their persona), there can lie a very 
different reality of a person’s charac- 
ter, either negative or positive. Just 
as clearly, even a little life experience 


teaches us how little we really know 
about one another, and how much 
we work at presenting to one another 
what we want to be seen. 

The exhibition “Saving Face,” which 
opens March 3 in the Redeemer Gal- 
lery is presented by The Semaphore 
Institute as testament to the limitless 
ways in which the human portrait can 
be a metaphor for either a mask or 
window into the interior of the person. 
This institute show always includes 
work from many age levels of students 
that I work with in the Mississauga to 
Hamilton area. The Firefleyes (chil- 
dren) classes have contributed land- 
scape portraits in chalk pastel. The 
Headwaters group (adolescents) 
have entered various pieces, including 
a beautiful series of mask drawings by 
Liz Henstock, who is now a student 
here at Redeemer. The real trigger for 
this exhibition was, however, the pho- 
tography and digital images of two cur- 
rent OCAD students Hannah Weber 
and Martin Carasco, which come out 
of our current Aperture program. I 
also always ask for contributions from 
certain professionals from our execu- 
tive or adult artists group, which this 
year will include Peter Reitsma and 
Anita Van Zumeren. 

Occasionally our show coincides the- 
matically with work being done by our 
own Redeemer students and this year 
that is definitely the case. There is a 
whole section of beautiful drawings 
that our first and second year students 
(A112, A212) did under the earlier Per- 
sona show on the Crawl. These works 


ectly illustrate what 


mounted beside them, These works 
are all about learning to draw the be- 
havior of light, on surfaces that have 
been sculpted in Model Magic: a Cray- 
ola modeling product. 

In terms of technical virtuosity, the 
A212 drawings (two of which by Ja- 
mie Poirier and Josh Hildebrandt), 
are worth honouring because they 
have a lot to say about how an artist 
can speak eloquently about “what lies 
beneath.” This exercise was an assign- 
ment where students were asked to 
create a Trompe L’oeuil illusion (to 
trick the eye) where an assemblage 
of masking materials must appear to 
be fastened to a gallery wall. The idea 
here is to use chiaroscuro rendering of 
materials as a near perfect realist illu- 
sion, all done in black and white. 

Up in the art studios of Redeemer, 
we seek to be truthful about what we 
see, on many levels. This takes the 
artist far beyond simply presenting 
idealized images of beauty for the edi- 
fication of the community. It inevita- 
bly leads to referencing other levels 
of reality, some which are troubling 
or arresting on some level. It takes us 
into the realm of metaphor, a powerful 
communication tool. The discretion 
involved is one of restraint (not neces- 
sarily working with shopworn devices) 
and subtlety in linking root ideas with 
new objects and surfaces that trigger 
associations and/or meanings of the 
artist and the viewer. 

What is behind the “Persona” is an- 
other reality and another history that 
drives everything we go, The title of 


happens 
ple to use a | patra what we a 


to Meunier describe “how they 


see.” There are two distinctive catego- 
ries of work here. 

The first is the surrealist chalk draw- 
ings of A112, which are chiaroscuro 
studies of the model magic bas reliefs 


ways: wie rie rad t e ned to Z0 
beyond that in how we empathetically 
engage one another with a fundamen- 
tal Christian sense of respect. @ 
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James Tughan in addition to being full-time sessional faculty here at Redeemer, is also executive director of the 
Semaphore Institute, based in Oakville, Ontario. Semaphore has as its unique mandate about the celebration of the 
visual artists as languages invaluable to our spiritual community, and as languages which are extensions of not only 
ideas and of particular media but also the person of the artist. Our special concern is the restoration of the artist to a 
meaningful and a sometimes leadership role in the church, a role once well defined (and God-ordained) by the Hebrew 


Levites. 
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Pro-Life} Internet defamation and 
Remeemer 


Club 
Crisis 


Redeemer’s pro-life club, called Re- 
deemer for Life, needs new leadership 
for September. The club's president, 
Tabitha DiDomenico, is stepping 
down in order to focus on her educa- 
tion during her fourth year of studies. 
Executive leader, Rhea Longman, is 
transferring to Laurier; and the club's 
staff advisor, Eileen Fallon, is leav- 
ing Redeemer. By September, current 
leadership will have disbanded. 

Straining this issue is the fact that Re- 
deemer for Life is struggling to imple- 
ment a program. The club held its an- 
nual Life Chain in October, which was 
a successful (though chilly!) event. In 
November, Redeemer for Life joined 
with Redeemer’s Christian Apologet- 
ics Club to view the documentary, 180. 
In December, the group came together 
on short notice to support Hamilton 
Right-to-Life’s Annual Fundraising 
Banquet. A petition was sent away in 
January to lobby politicians, and in 
February, 180 was again viewed. 

Despite these activities, Redeemer 
for Life has not held regular meetings. 
Among leadership, it is felt that inad- 
equate training and experience, and a 
lack of organization and unity are to 
blame. DiDomenico says, “This is a 
club God cares about. God cares about 
the unborn. It’s a shame that more 
people aren't active and passionate. 
I’m American—why am I the president 
of this club? Where are all the Canadi- 
ans caring about their country?” Chi- 
cago-native DiDomenico is founder 
and co-president of Redeemer’s Chris- 
tian Apologetics Club. 

Fallon has encouraged the group to 
focus on establishing itself this semes- 

er. “We need to build this from the 
ground up, and have people realize 
that there is not adequate protection 
for the vulnerable in our society. God 
is pro-life and we need to do our best 
to protect all vulnerable people, be 
that the elderly, those with disabilities 
or children within the womb.” Fallon 
is helping Redeemer for Life sort 
through its technical difficulties, like 
accessing the club’s group list from 
previous years so past members can 
be made aware of current group ac- 
tivities. 

Although Redeemer for Life is ex- 
periencing challenges, there is great 
opportunity for anyone willing to look 
beyond and see the possibilities of this 
club. DiDomenico says Redeemer for 
Life “needs leadership from people 
who are committed, passionate and 
willing to learn.” Without such leader- 
ship, Redeemer for Life cannot con- 
tinue to advocate the pro-life cause 
in Redeemer University-College and 
the surrounding community. Contact 
DiDomenico if interested in getting 
involved. q@p 
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In a matter of a mere four days, the 
Redeemer community took part in 
and got bored of the latest social net- 
working craze: Meme pages. 

Many universities have them. It’s a 
place were students can collectively 
comment on and poke fun at school- 
particular situations. Some of the 
memes are funny, and I will gladly 
admit that. The Sponge-Bob meme 
with the caption, “Let’s take Aug Hall 
.. and turn it to face the rest of Cam- 
pus,” made me laugh loudly. And who 
hasn't wanted coffee before their 9:30 
a.m. class only to find the line at Wil- 
liams is twenty people long and the 
person holding it all up has ordered 
some fancy-pants drink that takes a 
year and a half to make? 

But I begin to question the merit of 
such a page when memes criticize our 
faculty or attack specific students. I 
was appalled to come across the meme 
dealing with arrest charges of a former 
Redeemer student. 

The internet, with its opaque, iden- 
tity concealing veil, is without ac- 
countability. It removes the verbal fil- 
ter between our thoughts and speech, 
and makes everything permissible. 
Redeemer memes are a juxtaposition 
of the values and moral standards that 
we, as Christians, cling to against a 
collection of sloppy, overused or of- 
fensive jokes that thrive incognito, 
No, morality cannot be policed on the 
internet. But internet freedom is cre- 
ating a double standard for Christians 
who bear the name of Christ and then 
post offensive or immoral content. The 
internet plays a ever-larger role in our 
society and what we need to realize is 
that words on the internet, serious or 
not, are starting to carry weight. 

A few weeks ago, Academic Vice 
President, Dr. Jacob Ellens, circu- 
lated an email through the Redeemer 
community regarding the arrest of a 
former Redeemer student, Kieran Na- 
doo, in a Canada-wide child pornogra- 
phy sweep, as reported in the Hamil- 
ton Spectator. Within a day, a meme 
was added to Redeemer’s page under 
the former student’s name with a cap- 


tion that reads, “I don’t always drop 


out of Redeemer ... but when I do, I 
have more time for kiddy porn.” While 
site administrators had the meme re- 
moved within twenty minutes of its 
upload, it already had the chance to 
stun those flipping through the Face- 
book page. 

Site administrators, who have re- 
quested anonymity, assure that the 
meme did not ene play Nadoo, but 
was tracked to ed account set 
up under his name.” Further, the ar- 
ticle printed in the Hamilton Specta- 
tor did not mention that he had been 
a student at Redeemer; instead, that 
information was released by Dr. El- 
lens. Nadoo's charges are still allega- 
tions, and arguably, his affiliations 
with Redeemer should not have been 
released, even if only within the in- 
stitution’s cyber-walls. The meme 
upload, therefore, came from within 
Redeemer’s own community. 

It's no wonder that governments are 
taking the time to formulate bills like 
SOPA (in the USA) or C-52 (in Cana- 
da), monitoring social networking and 
uploads, and essentially permitting 
the installation of a cyber-Orwellian 


Big Brother internet camaraderie. In 
our blissful, digital, post-accountabil- 
ity world, we have become ignorant to 
the reality that these sorts of “harm- 
less jokes” which originate in the 
cesspools of the internet, represent 
a greater and greater population of 
people who see it fit to attack others 
without the boundaries of real-world 
laws or needing to be politically cor- 
Back finn pienaine i is peter for interpretation, 


But that at dosent len mean that just be- 
cause it has been deleted from a Face- 
book page that it ceases to exist. 

We represent Christ. That identity 
cannot be veiled because it is held to 
a higher standard than any attempt to 
police accountability in cyber-space. 
We expect to be held accountable for 
what we do in the physical world, why 
should we expect to be held any less 
responsible for what we say and do in 
the virtual one? We walk a thin line to 
assume that what we put online does 
not have very serious consequences. 

Potential legal repercussions aside, 
this meme defames the name of a child 
of God. It is unforgiving, discriminate 
and offers no love. We need to start 


taking responsibility for our internet 
actions. We need to treat those we 
interact with in cyberspace with the 
same love and respect Christ calls us 
to show to our neighbour in the physi- 
cal world of our daily life. We need to 
remove ourselves from the cesspools 
of the internet and ensure our online 
interactions are God-honouring. 

Swimming in the relativistic cyber- 
community that is a bi-product of our 
post-modern society, and we need to 
recognize the truth and sovereignty of 
the Christian message if we are going 
to remain faithful. At the centre of the 
message is love, a love which encour- 
ages grace and allows the maintenance 
of human dignity. Christ’s actions 
were for the thieves and murders, the 
adulterers, idolators, liars and cheat- 
ers. His actions were for the hurting 
world that he loved. You and I are a 
part of that hurting world. 

Even though our identity isn’t tied to 
our internet persona, we need to rec- 
ognize that, as Christians, our identity 
is tied with something greater than 
this world. And that should motivate 
our actions to seek good, not defame 
others. 
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Redeemer hosts first ever 
Women’s Conference 


KARA VANGROOTHEEST 
CROWN REPORTER 


“What if this is a critical moment? 
What if this very thing, this very de- 
cision, is the most important piece of 
the puzzle comprising my purpose?” 
Beth Moore, in Esther 

This quote, used by the gifted speaker 
at the 2012 Passion conference, serves 
as a strong summary of the message 
given to the crowd of women who par- 
ticipated in the conference. 

On February 4, over 80 Christian 
women came together for a time of 
fellowship and learning. The day in- 
cluded speeches, worship, and group 
discussion. The topic of the day was 


“unlocking oneself” — looking at your 
life through the secrets that you have 
locked up inside of yourself, secrets of 
the past, present and future. 

The speaker for the day was Merrie 
Rizenga. Eizenga is a teacher of com- 
munications at the Women’s Minis- 
try Institute and a pastor at Waterloo 
Presbyterian Church with her hus- 
band. She also does speeches at many 
different Christian conferences. 

Merrie Eizenga is a_ passionate 
speaker. She speaks with experience 
and knowledge and encourages her 
listeners to open up and participate in 
discussions. Eizenga took the topic of 
“unlocking oneself” and opened it up 
to all aspects of life. Most importantly, 


Eizenga brought the Bible into her les- 
sons. Her speeches were clearly pre- 
sented from a Christian perspective. 
She used quotes and examples from 
biblical text to enhance the message 
she brought to the women. 

“She was down to earth and enter- 
taining” says Jillian DeLeyer, one of 
the participants of the day. 

Elissa Auger comments on Eizenga’s 
clarity in the message: “[She] puts 
into words what we don't want to rec- 
ognize.” This day evoked deep self- 
searching, recognition and change in 
many of the participants and was ben- 
eficial to all who attended. The overall 
response to the event was positive. 
Silence ruled during the speeches, The 


singing, though quiet, was heartfelt. 

It often isn’t easy to decide whether 
to go to a conference or not. It costs 
money and it’s a gamble as to whether 
it will be worth it or not. Those that 
were willing to take that gamble and 
go to this conference were well re- 
warded. 
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Story of Steeltown 


AARON DEVOS 


It is time to step back and rewind 
to the beginning. The beginning of 
a name, a name that has a story and 
a story that has names. That name is 
Steeltown and its beginnings are right 
here in Hamilton. 

Well, not entirely. 

In the 1850's Hamilton was already 
establishing itself as a great manu- 
facturing city. Threshing machines, 
stoves and sewing machines were 
some of the industries that chose 
Hamilton, before any other Canadian 
city, to be its stepping stone. Due to 
Hamilton's close proximity to the U.S. 
and a need for each others resources, 
trade became important. Some were 
wary of this relationship, to the point 
where Sir John A. Macdonald was 
persuaded to introduce high tariffs on 
trade. In 1879, the “Hamilton Policy” 
was formed, or so Sir John A. Mac- 
donald nicknamed it. It was officially 
called the National Policy. 


Some New York financiers took note 
of what was happening and decided to 
move to Hamilton. Their most signifi- 
cant role was in assisting the amalga- 
mation of five steel companies to form 
the Steel Company of Canada in 1910, 
Along with this bargain came a blast 
furnace; no longer would Hamilton be 
known principally for metal fabrica- 
tion but it could also produce its very 
own steel, 

Perhaps the last name of Clifton 
Sherman rings a bell. Sherman Falls? 
(Upper) Sherman Avenue? In 1912, 
Clifton Sherman started the next steel 
manufacturing saga when he began 
the Dominion Steel Casting Company. 

The season was ready and the time 
was ripe for these two companies to 
grow. As Canada grew, so did its inter- 
ests in mining and railways. With the 
advent of World War I, munitions be- 
came a commodity. And so the legacy 
of these two companies began. The 
Steel Company of Canada shortened 
its name to Stelco and the Dominion 


Steel Casting Company became Do- 
fasco. With the changing of the times 
came changes to the product, and over 
the years they have made all sorts of 
steel related products, nearly anything 
imaginable: the nails holding up our 
houses, the tin cans that bear Camp- 
bell’s soup logo, the line of zine run- 
ning through our cars which prevents 
rust, 

Stelco became so large that, as stated 
in an article by the Hamilton Specta- 
tor on December 28, 1955, “[Stelco 
produced] enough steel to make about 
1,666 freight trains of 50 cars each. 
Those trains if placed end to end 
would stretch from Hamilton to well 
inside the New Brunswick border.” 
That was the amount produced for the 
year of 1955 alone. At about this same 
time, Stelco also boasted employing 
one in seven Hamilton residents. 

While Dofasco also proved to be a 
powerhouse of steel making, they be- 
came known for the “Dofasco Way,” 
which was a model for doing business 
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that intended to promote the health of 
the worker both inside the factory and 
out. Profit sharing, recreation club, 
annual picnics, a suggestion plan that 
meant cash in exchange for good ideas 
and the list goes on. In 1999, Dofasco 
hosted the world’s largest corporate 
party with 44,000 people in atten- 
dance. It was all a part of the “Dofasco 
Way.” 

Some of the greatest changes that 
have occurred to the steel industry 
have happened just recently. Whereas 
60 years ago Stelco could boast that 
92% of its shareholders were Cana- 
dian, some would call that a joke if it 
were said today. In 2004, Stelco filed 
for bankruptcy and three years later it 
was sold to U.S. Steel. Along with the 
agreement was a promise to maintain 
an average of 3,100 employees and 
produce 4.35 million tons of steel a 
year. Two years later U.S. Steel de- 
faulted on this promise. In January of 
this year, it was announced that Ham- 
ilton Works (also known as Hilton 


Works) would close down its blast fur- 
nace. With a cost of about $40 million 
to restart the blast furnace, it is highly 
unlikely that this will happen any time 
soon. In the words of the Hamilton 
Spectator, “U.S. Steel is a steelmaker 
in Hamilton in name only.” 

In the same year that Steleo became 
U.S. Steel, Dofasco became incorpo- 
rated into the largest steel producing 
company in the world, ArcelorMittal. 
Thanks to this company, ArcelorMittal 
Dofasco is able to celebrate its 100th 
year anniversary. Happy Centennial. 

Thus, ArcelorMittal Dofasco stands 
as the last private sector employer 
to make it on the list of top ten com 
panies with the most employees in 
Hamilton. What does this mean for 
the future of Hamilton? Is Hamilton 
still Steeltown? Finally, is there such 
a thing as the “New Steel?” ® 


“Stuff”: A Reaction to “Redeemer look- 
ing at a downtown presence’ (the Spec) 


JORDAN BURGSMA 


Redeemer’s students and alumni 
have a strong presence in the down- 
town core of Hamilton: many study 
on a volunteer basis through co-op 
programs and the like, and many 
more have made permanent roots by 
buying homes, creating and occupy- 
ing careers, and becoming intimately 
involved in their communities down- 
town. The culture of the city core has 
influenced and been influenced by 
Redeemer’s artists, entrepreneurs, vi- 
sionaries and business professionals. 
So as I read the article that appeared 
in the Hamilton Spectator on Mon- 
day, February 13, I couldn't shake the 
feeling that it missed the mark. The 
article seems innocuous enough - 
short, to-the-point, with a few quotes 
from an administrator at the univer- 
sity. The cumulative result, however, 
suggests a naive and even dangerous 
mindset that must be put to rest if Re- 
deemer as an institution is to have any 
hope of relating to the city’s core as 
successfully as its individual students 
and alumni do. 

The Spee writer adequately summa- 
rizes the gist of the story: Redeemer 
is partnering with the Job Prosper- 
ity Collaborative and other downtown 
organizations to further volunteer 
opportunities for students, and Re- 
deemer has an undetermined timeline 


for downtown expansion. The article 
points to a $35k grant that partly 
funded a study into the strength of Re- 
deemer’s presence downtown, and the 
possibilities to grow or expand that 
presence, One would think that there 
might be some examples of actual ac- 
tivities that students are involved in 
downtown. It is at this point when the 
quoted administrator says, “We know 
that our students are doing stuff down 
there already, we have some sort of 
academic activity going on.” 

“Stuff.” This would be a great mo- 
ment to use some data, actual facts 
or anecdotal evidence and let the 
people of Hamilton know where they 
might find a Redeemer student if they 
wanted to look. The truth is, the word 
“stuff” as it is used is an injustice to 
the time, money and ambition that 
has been invested in the city by stu- 
dents and alumni alike. It diminishes 
the very real connection that already 
exists between Redeemer and down- 
town, where alumni now work along- 
side their neighbours to build the 
core, Instead of such useful informa- 
tion, readers of the Spec get a vague 
reference to “stuff” possibly going on 
in that unknowable charity basket of 
smog and poverty. While acknowl- 
edging that the article is too short to 
do true service to the scope of Re- 
deemer's connection to the city, surely 
more could be said than just “stuff.” 


I know that students have a heart for 
the downtown core. As an alumnus 
myself, I’m part of a massive group of 
grads who have made Hamilton their 
home. Asa result, I’m especially proud 
that Redeemer has someone work- 
ing in a job to connect the campus to 
downtown and even more pleased that 
someone as qualified and connected as 
Steve Dykstra has that job. It is a posi- 
tion that Redeemer has rightly invest- 
ed in as it seeks to help establish more 
permanent connections between the 
university's students and grads, and 
help young Christians migrate into 
more meaningful relationships with 
the people in Hamilton. The process 
of Redeemer students like me getting 
connected and deeply involved with 
the downtown core is an event that 
has been ongoing for over a decade. 
We have become a thread in the fabric 
of our community. 

In the article, however, the quoted 
source's choice of words seem alien- 
ated trom that truth and seem to limit 
Redeemer'’s role to somehow helping 
the core. He says, “We don't need to 
send people to third world countries... 
when there are issues and needs right 
in downtown Hamilton that we can be 
helping to meet.” 

On the surface, this sounds really 
great: the speaker realizes that there 
are needs in our very city that can be 
met with the skills of our students 


and grads. To those of us who have 
become involved in the culture in 
Hamilton's core, however, this sounds 
rather more like the thoughts of some- 
one living in an Ancaster suburb, who 
has cut out a few “Code Red” articles 
and tacked them on the fridge. Both 
extremes likely do not apply to the 
speaker, but the words on the page 
speak for the entire institution, For 
this same reason, the next line is also 
troublesome: “There are groups of 
students that go down now as part of 
their classroom experience — as social 
work students or what have you.” 

I shouldn't completely tear this one 
up, because at least now we have a lit- 
tle more than “stuff” to work with, but 
it’s only marginally more valuable. In 
the mind of the average Spec reader, a 
statement like this reinforces the no- 
tion that Redeemer is probably more 
like a mission organization, rather 
than a liberal arts university with 
business people, artists, entrepre- 
neurs, and neighbours committed to 
wholehearted engagement with their 
world. One gets the idea by this com- 
ment that Redeemer isn't interested in 
living, coexisting with and loving their 
communities, but rather in hovering 
above and fixing everything, dues ex 
machina style: cold, distant and safe. 

In my opinion, this article does no 
justice in describing the commitment 
Redeemer has to the core. Students 


and alumni are faithful to their places 
of work as co-op students, artists are 
familiar and engaging with the vibrant 
local art scene, and designers, teach- 
ers and business people — many of 
my friends in fact — aren’t just doing 
“stuff” “down there,” but live in and 
love the city. 

So this is my conclusion. If Redeem- 
er’'s administration was caught off- 
guard by this article, and so said what 
they thought was best with little or no 
notice at all, then this is just a blip on 
the radar, If the administration had 
had any notice or ability to prepare 
for this article, however, then we'd 
have cause to question why such a 
naive, charity-case mindset about our 
downtown was communicated, Did 
we want a pat on the back for “look- 
ing into” building a café so our social 
workers and “stuff” could have a cof- 
fee break every once in a while as they 
save downtown Hamilton from pov- 
erty? I'm curious to know why those 
who informed the reporter seemed so 
uninformed about the real commit- 
ment, love, passion and engagement 
that comes from so many students and 
alumni for Hamilton. 
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Liberal serving of 
deficit diet in order 


DAVID BAKKER 
GRAPHICS EDITOR 


Dwight Duncan, Ontario's Minister 
of Finance spoke to the Economics 
Club of Canada on February 13. He 
described two diets that are currently 
happening in Ontario: his own and 
that of the province of Ontario. Dun- 
can noted that as he has begun to deny 
himself dessert, fast food and other 
unhealthy foods, so too must Ontario 
go on a diet to wean itself from the 
deficit that has been causing Ontario's 
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belly to swell. Duncan spoke about the 
nature of how Ontario would return 
to balanced budgets and end deficit 
spending, speaking on vague themes 
of increased efficiency in public ser- 
vices and crown corporations. While 
Duncan correctly equates healthy 
economies and healthy provinces, he 
fails to suggest more than a few ways 
of making Ontario fit. While the sale 
of LCBO headquarters in downtown 
Toronto, the removal of subsidies for 
the Ontario Lottery and Gaming, and 
the privatization of Service Ontario 


are a start, they fail to represent an 
equivalently effective or radical diet 
as the Minister’s own personal diet. 
Scott Stinson writes in the National 
Post, “To use Mr. Duncan's preferred 
imagery, the Liberals keep talking 
about going on a diet, but so far they 
haven't laid off the cake.” Perhaps 
Ontario’s citizens would rather their 
government make a tough decision 
to make the cutbacks needed to bring 
back balanced budgets, rather than 
publicizing their own successful, yet 
personal lives. 
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Reading 
comprehension 
proves to be 
difficult for 
some university 
students 


University of Alberta researchers 
test students for “specific reading 
comprehension deficit” 


PIPER WHELAN 
THE GATEWAY 
UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA 


EDMONTON (CUP) — Have you 
ever read a chapter from your text- 
book and been unable to remember a 
single thing? A University of Alberta 
researcher may be able to tell you 
why. 


George Georgiou, director of the U of 


A’s Reading Research Lab, has identi- 
fied cognitive development issues that 
cause some students to struggle with 
reading comprehension — though 
their ability to read may be perfectly 
fine. 

By studying a sample of roughly 500 
U of A students, Georgiou found that 
a small percentage had an undetected 
reading difficulty known as a specific 
reading comprehension deficit. This 
deficit occurs when working memory 
doesn’t allow for full comprehension 
of a text, even if a student can easily 
read it. 

“These students do not have a prob 
lem reading accurately and fluently. 
The problem is how to understand 
what they are reading,” Georgiou 
said. 

Georgiou began the study in 2011 to 
see if the estimated rate of three to five 
per cent who deal with this reading 
comprehension deficit could be found 
in a sample of university students. 

The other goal of the study was to 
identify the causes of this reading dit 
ficulty. Georgiou noted that when it 
comes to research on reading difficul- 
ties, experts tend to focus on the early 
years of education. 

“We know much more about reading 
difficulties in younger children, and 
not as much about reading difficulties 
in older students.” 

After receiving a Cornerstone Grant 
from the Killam Research Fund, which 
supports that advance 
scholarship, Georgiou and colleague 
J.P. Das tested students in large class- 
es on two adult-appropriate reading 
comprehension tasks, 

They contacted the 
showed signs of a reading comprehen 
sion difficulty to come in to the Read 
ing Research Lab for further testing 
on other areas of reading ability, be 


innovations 


students who 


fore focusing on comprehension. 
About three to five per cent of the 
total sample of students showed signs 


of this specific reading comprehension 
deficit, matching up with the rate go- 
ing into the study. 

The cause of this deficit, Georgiou 
said, lies in cognitive development. 
These students lack the working mem- 
ory to process, store and understand 
what they read, particularly if the text 
is long and contains complex ideas. 

“We administered measures of work- 
ing memory, simultaneous and suc- 
cessive processing, planning and at- 
tention,” Georgiou explained. “Out of 
all these measures, working memory 
stands out as a very important fac- 
tor.” 

The reason this deficit often goes 
undetected is that strategies to iden- 
tify reading difficulties prior to post- 
secondary education deal mostly with 
areas of reading ability rather than 
comprehension. 

The study is ongoing, and the next 
step is to help the students in the 
study deal with their reading compre- 
hension difficulty through a number 
of simple strategies, 

“There are no easy solutions, but 
there are some steps we can take to 
help them improve their reading com- 
prehension,” Georgiou said. 

“You will see that when some of these 
students were completing these com- 
prehension tasks, they would high 
light the whole text, which is a very 
poor strategy.” 

Georgiou suggests tackling the text 
paragraph by paragraph, finding the 
main ideas before moving on to the 
next, and making connections be 
tween paragraphs. 

Creating a concept map of the text’s 
main themes and making summariz 
ing notes in the margins are also use- 
ful strategies for working to under- 
stand what you're reading, 
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KARA VANGROOTHEEST 
CROWN REPORTER 


Have you recently missed an episode 
of your favourite show on TV, but 
were saved from total confusion dur- 
ing the next episode by a quick online 
viewing? Perhaps you recently had a 
strong urge to hear a particular song, 
and YouTube came to the rescue. 

Now imagine a world where that 
wasn't possible. 

To be sure, this scenario is not life 
shattering. At present, it might seem 
only mildly inconvenient. But next 
time you have an annoying ear worm 
and want to get that song out of your 
head or you desperately need a dis- 
traction from your homework, what 
would you do if this entertainment 
wasn't just a click away. 

A recent bill in American congress 
tried to create this world. 

SOPA (Stop Online Piracy Act) is a 
bill that was introduced to American 
congress in October 2011. This bill 
sought to allow the American enter- 
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tainment industry to censor all web- 
sites for any content, or even links to 
other websites with content, that in- 
fringes the copyright law. 

This bill, though American, would 
also affect Canadians. Any website 
with the URL ending in .com, .net, or 
.org, will fall under this law, as they 
are based out of America - even if the 
content does not break the Canadian 
copyright law. 

Most people are against copyrighting 
somebody else’s work. As students, 
they carefully site all their sources; as 
teachers, they carefully compare es- 
says to resources; as researchers, they 
carefully check credibility of all soure- 
es. Nobody wants to steal something 
— an idea, a phrase, anything — that 
doesn't belong to them. 

Because this sentiment is so en- 
grained in our thoughts, SOPA seems 
like a good idea at first glance. Howev- 
er, SOPA does a lot more than attempt 
to stop infringement of copyright laws. 
It gives the owners of the property that 
is being pirated ridiculous amounts of 


control over the internet. 

If a website is suspected (yes, sus- 
pected) of infringing or encouraging 
infringement of the American copy- 
right laws, the owners of the content 
that is being pirated can cut all busi- 
ness from the site — even that of other 
companies. All advertisements, online 
paying options and supporting busi- 
nesses would have to withdraw from 
that site. Furthermore, search engines 
(such as Google) would have to remove 
the website from their search results. 
The website would simply disappear. 

There are many commonly used web- 
sites that would be affected by SOPA. 
Any website that posts information 
created by other people would be 
blocked. This includes sites like You- 
Tube, Facebook, Twitter and a multi- 
tude of other social networks and file 
sharing sites. Furthermore, any site 
that contains links to these blocked 
sites could also be attacked. Millions 
of websites would be shut down. 

Many people are adverse to the wide- 
ranging consequences SOPA intro- 
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Protesting websites cause SOPA Bill to 
be postponed 


The American government seeks to crack down on internet piracy, but what does this mean for 
social networkers everywhere? 


duces to the misuse of electronic in- 
formation, and thus the introduction 
of SOPA has already had a wide-rang- 
ing response. On Wednesday, January 
18, various websites that are against 
the act banded together and blocked 
their sites. On that day, if somebody 
wanted to use Wikipedia to check a 
quick fact, they would be met with a 
black page and the message “Imag- 
ine a world without free knowledge.” 
Google blacked out its prominent logo 
and had a link to a petition. Over 4.5 
million people added their names to 
this petition — everyone was against 
SOPA. 

This overwhelming response did 
trigger a change of heart for American 
congress. The act has now been post- 
poned, although there have been a few 
indications that it might be brought 
back in the near future. 

It is questionable as to whether 
SOPA is even necessary. The recent 
closure of the Megaupload.com, a file- 
sharing website, as well as the arrest of 
the website’s executives, show that the 


copyright laws are already enforced. 
The multiple conspiracy charges were 
set in America; the arrests were made 
in New Zealand. Considering the fact 
that arrests can already be made across 
the globe, is it necessary to make this a 
world-wide censorship? 

The closure of Megaupload.com has 
caused many other file-sharing sites to 
reconsider how they work. Many have 
ceased to allow uploads all together 
and only allow downloads of one’s 
own files — defeating the entire pur- 
pose of a file-sharing site. 

SOPA has been put aside for now 

but this is not the end of the in- 
formation war. As long as there are 
copyright laws, there will be a battle 
to enforce these laws. And as social 
networking and file-sharing become 
more and more popular, as people 
get more and more internet accounts, 
there will be more opposition from the 
government. The ultimate aim will be 
to stop piracy without killing freedom 
of electronic speech. @ 
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Hobbies 


for M’kar 
University, and 
not Hilltop 


Doesn’t quite have the same ring to 


it, does it? 


HEATHER RIPMEESTER 


[t seems strange that we as a student 
community participate in a fundraiser 
for a university that we affectionately 
call sister, when we know very little 
about her. It could be because we have 
continued calling her by a name that 
she doesn’t use anymore. It could also 
be because we haven't really invested 
in our little sister. 

The University of Mkar, formerly 
Hilltop, changed its name _ several 
years ago. In the past, Redeemer as a 
community has supported the Univer- 
sity of Mkar with a campaign to create 
momentum leading to a silent auction. 
Faculty allowed students to shave off 
facial hair for money. If you look in 
The Crown archives, there is a photo 
of Syd Hielema being shaved. It was a 
fundraiser that raised nearly $5,000. 

Something happened to our fund- 
raiser this year. There was no momen- 
tum, no excitement in support of our 
little sister. It begs the question, “Who 
is our little sister anyway?” 

If you go the University of Mkar web- 
site, you will see a beautiful campus 
nestled in the heart of Nigeria’s food 
basket, Mkar is in Benue state, a state 
which boasts three universities and 
a fairly stable economy due to its ag» 
riculture and natural resources. It is 
contrary to the stereotypical image 
that we have of Nigeria, and certainly 
of a West African country. 

Until now, we, as the Redeemer 
community, have had little personal 
connection to our sister university, 
In 2009, Dr. Schuurman and a Re- 
deemer grad Matthew West, went to 
Mkar to help with their computer lab. 


Thankfully, the connection doesn’t 
have to stop there. The money raised 
by Student Senate is sent to an inter- 
mediary agency sponsored by Chris- 
tian Reformed World Missions; spe- 
cifically the Friends of West African 
Christian Higher Education. A quick 
look at their website shows that anoth- 
er Redeemer grad, Sheila Dykstra, as 
the Christian Education Consultant to 
West Africa, is sponsored by the same 
agency. It is encouraging to see that 
the connection to our sister is much 
stronger than first realized. 

Many do not realize the profound 
impact that the Reformed Church has 
had within Nigeria. Building schools 
is evidence of such an influence. With 
that said, I have had the opportunity 
to meet Nigerian High Commissioner 
to Canada Iyorwuese Hagher. He has 
a Ph.D in Theatre and Drama and is a 
published author and poet. High Com- 
missioner Hagher attends the Chris- 
tian Reformed Church in Ottawa and 
has been part of Christian education 
for years. I do not believe that it is a 
coincidence that he was also a Sena- 
tor for Benue State - the very state 
of Mkar. If we are looking to make 
further connections with our sister 
school, then perhaps we could reach 
out to the High Commissioner. 

The opportunity to develop a stron- 
ger connection to our sponsored sister 
is readily available for us to pursue. 
Because the money goes through an 
intermediary agency, it is possible 
that our sister is unaware of our sup- 
port. Let's take the time to let our sis- 
ter know that we care about her, are 
praying for her and are supporting 
financially. te 


The Death of a star 


How and why did Whitney Houston die? 


JEREMY PARSONS 
CROWN REPORTER 


Sunday morning I met with my 
weekly running group and we started 
off on our usual looped path, A few 
kilometres in, one of the guys said, 
“Let's turn here, we're going down 
Whitney Avenue today in honour of 
Whitney Houston.” I was a bit puz- 
zled, not by the new route but more 
by whomever this Whitney Houston 
character happened to be. I have to 
admit, I first thought he was talking 
about a local running friend or an old 
relative. When I finally clued in that it 
was the famous pop singer, | realized 
that it wasn’t only our running group 
remembering her but millions of peo- 
ple from all over the world. Each doing 
the same in their own way. 

For years, Whitney Houston was the 
benchmark. Emulated and formulat- 
ed, the pop queen was given a pedestal 
status by those who only dreamed of 
having her talent and soul. She racked 
up two Emmy Awards, six Grammy 
Awards, 30 Billboard Music Awards, 
and 22 American Music Awards. 
“She was really the number one in 
my mind,” said American Idol judge 
Simon Cowell. “I really can’t think of 
anyone who compares to the level of 
Whitney.” As a long-time friend and 
confidant to Houston, Cowell went on 
to say, “I've had over a hundred text 
messages about her. I am absolutely 
devastated by this news.” 

Not unlike other celebrities, Hous- 
ton struggled with the demons so well 
connected to stardom. Originally a 
gospel singer, Houston had a powerful 
and captivating voice. When her voice 
reportedly began to falter and fans 
started to lose interest, she lost sense 
of herself. Bouts of violence from her 
partner and battles with drug addic- 
tion took her deeper and deeper into 
despair, Finally, on February 11, 2012, 
she was found dead in her Beverly 
Hills bathtub, sedatives in her system. 

As sad as this is for her family, her 
friends and her fans, we can't help but 
admit that we've heard stories along 
the same lines many times before. As 
Christians how do we wrestle with this 
kind of news? Do we write people like 


Whitney off as lost heathens of the 
world? Do we ignore celebrity news 
altogether? One helpful point that 
Houston's death raises is our culture's 
obsession: our enamourment with 
individual worship in some form or 
another. 

Part of our interest in the celebrity 
world is no doubt a reflection of our 
own personal interests in being known 
by others. With Facebook, YouTube 


and other social media we take to the 
next level our innate human desire 
to be known and respected. Teresa 
Tomeo, author of Noise: How Our 
Media-Saturated Culture Dominates 
Lives and Dismantles Families says 
that “you can be a star very quickly in 
your own world. People really become 
enamored with this whole idea of be 
ing famous in their own little way.” 
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Plato’s Cave to represent Redeemer at 


BRITTANY KNAPPER 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 


January 20, 2012 marked Redeem- 
er’s annual Battle of the Bands. The 
evening featured several Redeemer 
up-and-coming bands such as Mini- 
ver Sail, Plato’s Cave, Crown the 
Leper, Dwelt in Silence, and Suits and 
Toques. 

The bands were finalists in a stu- 
dent wide vote which took place in the 
wecks leading up to the event. 

This year's judging panel was made 
up of Graham Rockingham, music 
critic for the Hamilton Spectator; Dr. 
Ken Heffner, director of Student Life 
activities at Calvin College in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan; and Redeemer’s 
own Professor Jon Baker. 

The diversity of sound created by jux- 
taposed bands made for an enjoyable 
evening, including everything from in 
die beats to post-rock metal/screamo 
with lyrics that challenge faith and 
philosophy. Miniver Sail claimed Peo 
ple’s Choice and Plato’s Cave won the 
overall competition and will represent 
Redeemer in COCA’s “Campus Music 
Explosion.” 

Battle of the Bands was featured as 
part of Redeemer’s Engaging Music 
weekend, which included lectures by 
Dr. Heffner and Scott Orr, and a music 
wrap-up with musicians Jacob Moon, 
roTell and Allosaurus. 
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Fantasy XIII-2 Review: Does This Time 
Traveling Tale Fix Past Mistakes? 


RYAN SEBASTIAN 


Final Fantasy XIII, released in 2010, 
was a divisive game for fans of the long 
running series. While it did bring the 
franchise to modern consoles and had 
beautiful graphics and an interesting 
battle mechanic, it was also fiercely 
linear and had a nonsensical story. 
The linearity was particularly hard 
to swallow for some, as Final Fan 
tasy games have always had a certain 
amount of exploration and discovery 
in them. Now, two years later, Square 
Enix is returning to the same world 
with a sequel, Final Fantasy XIII-2. 
With this title, the developers hope to 
address some of the concerns with the 


last game and deliver a unique exper! 


ence 

The game starts off with a gorgeous 
utscene and a dynamic battle in the 
clouds and from the outset it is clear 
that this game will be much more fo 
used than it ometimes meandering 
redecessor. The tory begins with 
il ister of Lighting, XIII's pro 
or t. three vears after the events ol 
us game. Lighting has been 
) the timeline and Serah 1 
to deal with the loss while also 
nil er owl anity } he 
re vho remembe! her 
iil. The arrival of a meteor 
th it Noel, a man from the fu 
id of days, causes her to decid 
et to the bottom of the ripples in 
timeline. From here XIIl-2 hope 
to weave an interesting tale ibout the 
paradoxes inherent in time travel and 
what happen when a world is thrown 

into flu 


XII took its time introducing its bat 


tle mechanic, known in-game as the 
paradigm system, slowly metering out 
the different roles and abilities within. 
The paradigm system, activated when- 
ever you start a battle with a monster, 
gives you a more high level approach 
to fighting. Rather than picking each 
one of your characters’ moves, your 
job is to cycle through various setups 
for your team. Battles require you to 
chose your characters’ roles from one 
of six, such as a healing medic or a 
damaging commando, to direct the 
flow of battle in your favour. This sys- 
tem returns, and remains largely un 
touched, for XIII-2 and this retention 
is a positive element. The battle system 
was one of the best bits of XIII and the 
sequel gives you all the abilities from 
the outset. The battles are fast, fluid 
and require some deft timing, which 
makes fighting the large number of 
enemies and bo HSCS all ¢ nearing expe 
rience. XII1-2 also adds another layer 
by replacing the third member of your 
party with a tamed monster. AS you 
fight new enemies, you have a chance 
to add one to your party by battling 
well. Each of these new sidekicks ha: 
its own abilities and role, and tinker 
ing around with collecting and train 


ing monsters is an interesting tactical 


addition 

So while the batth tem has fared 
nicely in the transition between 
game something that needed a little 


more work was the story, Final Fanta 
SY X11 had Sone well developed and 
memorable characters that attempted 
to stray away from traditional RPG 
and anime stereotypes, and for the 
most part ucceeded \ father pained 


by the disappearance for his son and a 
brash “hero” who had to face the con- 
sequences of his reckless actions were 
interesting twists. Unfortunately these 
characters were placed in a convoluted 
story filled with made up terms, and 
keeping the I’Cie, Fal’Cie, and Cei’th 
straight could sometimes be more 
work than it was worth. Luckily XIII- 
2's story has been as streamlined as its 
battle system, and limiting the party to 
the two main characters does much to 
allow for greater character depth and 
a more personal story. Noel and Serah 
have their own goals and doubts, while 
the returning characters serve as a 
great supporting cast. Mog, a return of 
the series mascot creatures known as 
moogles, also tags along and provides 
some comic relief, Caius, the villain, is 
well developed and his motivation for 
wanting to destroy the timeline is grief 
and powerlessness rather than the 
usual two-dimensional madman seek 
ing destruction for destruction’s sake 
he game has the pair time-travelling 
to different locations and eras and 
correcting, paradoxes as they go, and 
therein is the exploration 
XIIl-2 completely ditches linearity 
ind gives the player the choice to tack 
le unlocked time periods in whatever 
order they feel like, or take a break 
altogether and do some side quests 
A beneficial side effect 
of the time travel is that it never feels 


or mninipame 


weird to stop the main quest of saving 
the world to race Chocobos ol help 
someone find their notes, as it does in 
other RPG's, because the next goal iS 
three hundred years in the future any 

way. This, coupled with the ability to 


rewind each location individually to 
try for a different outcome, means that 
XIII-2 has a wealth of optional things 
to do. So while the game is packed, 
most elements are fun and the main 
story doesn't overstay its welcome but 
takes only about half the time of its 
predecessor. 

The graphics are as good as ever 
and while the soundtrack does have 


one or two stinkers, (the rap-metal 
version of the classic Chocobo song 
that plays when riding red Chocobos 
comes especially to mind) it is varied 
and unique. The added exploration, 
streamlined story and effective and 
satisfying battle system are clear indi- 
cators that Square-Enix’s revisitation 
was a success, 
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COCA Battle of the Band finals 


Review: 
Extremely Loud |some! 


and Incredibly 


Close 


SIMON FALLON 


Yet another movie brought from the 
world of ink and paper, to the silver 
screen. It features young actors that 
you probably haven’t heard of unless 
you're really into researching every ob- 
scure move Hollywood pulls or you've 
been religiously keeping up with youth 
jeopardy. Based on the novel by Jona- 
than Safran Foer, Extremely Loud and 
Incredibly Close is a tale of a young 
boy named Oskar, whose father (Tom 
Hanks) is tragically taken from him 
and his mother (Sandra Bullock) in 
the events of 9/11. 

I found the beauty of the story came 
through the way that, although this 
story does involve 9/11, it's not a story 
about 9/11 at all. 9/11 was a time when 
we as a human race understood loss, 
understood fear and understood that it 
was time to get out of the little bubbles 
we had fashioned around ourselves ~ 
little blinders like some ancient horse, 
except that our blinders kept us from 
human contact. 

Oskars father had taught him that 
there is always a search, always a 
quest to be completed and that there 
is always something to be found at the 
end of each quest, “Anything worth 
having is going to be hard to find,” was 
4 bit of wisdom that was passed on to 


Oskar by his father and is the drive for 
him in this story. 

A year after his father’s death Oskar 
musters up the courage to head into 
his father’s bedroom, and while he is 
snooping around he finds a mysteri- 
ous key. This key leads him on a jour- 
ney across the city, a journey of self- 
discovery and healing. The strength 
of this movie is definitely not the lead 
role. Oskar as a character is hard to 
stomach. As an audience, it’s easy to 
understand his grief and his pain but 
this doesn't make him easier to stom- 
ach for an hour and a half, 

The strength of the film is that it sits 
in your soul like a loaf of freshly baked 
bread just waiting to be removed and 
lathered with freshly churned butter 
and sugar. As the movie rests in the 
tiny little recesses of your heart, the 
weak horizontal story line slowly gets 
gleaned off the top and you're left with 
all the good feeling that a movie with 
a cast of this caliber should leave you 
with, It doesn't leave you devastated, 
just decisive, Not worth the trip to 
the theater, definitely worth the seven 
bucks it would cost for you to buy it 
through itunes and the box of Kleenex 
to have at hand. 
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All that Jazz ... and then 


ABIGAIL DEELSTRA 


Surprising, up-beat, innovative and 
original are only a few adjectives that 
describe “All That Jazz” — a musical 
evening showcasing the Instrumental 
and Vocal Jazz Ensembles of Redeem- 
er held on February 3. 

The Instrumental Jazz Ensemble, 
comprised of nine musicians and 
their instructor Sean Meredith Jones, 
opened the show with a peppy piece 
entitled “Turnaround”. The _ per- 
formers truly seemed to be enjoying 
themselves while they played, espe- 
cially drummer Joe Gonzales who 
showeased his talents in a drum solo 
which brought much applause from 
the audience. The next number was 
the classic “I Shot the Sheriff” by Eric 
Clapton. The familiar tune was revived 
in a groovy and dramatic fashion with 
the saxophones carrying the beat, a 
guitar solo by Nathaniel Fisher, and a 
vibrant ending between the bass and 
the drums. 

“On An Island” was a care-free mel- 
ody which truly depicted the serenity 
and beauty of island life. The number 
written by David Gilmour featured the 
soft strumming of an acoustic guitar 
and the gentle piano carrying across 
the stage, underlined by the steady 
drums and consistent bass. The next 
piece was “So Danco Samba,” a fast 
paced dance between the saxophones 
and the bass, featuring excellent solos 
by Greg Deelstra on the sax and Kee- 
gan Lodder on guitar. The number also 
featured a sensational drum rhythm 
inducing many in the audience to tap 
their feet along in time. 

The Instrumental Jazz Ensemble 


closed out the first half of the night 
with a piece composed by alto sax 
player Maceo Parker entitled “Chick- 
en,” which director Sean Meredith 
Jones described as “98% funky stuff, 
2% jazz.” The energetic piece was 
comprised of a jamming piano, swing- 
ing guitars, skillful drumming and 
stunning solos by alto sax player Lisa 
Rodgers and guitarists Cory Hoog- 
steen and Keegan Lodder. 

The audience was treated by a per- 
formance from a skilled jazz vocalist 
and three accompanists following the 
intermission, The quartet performed 
a number of classic jazz pieces includ- 
ing “Centerpiece” by Edison and Hen- 
dricks and “Triste” by Antonio Carlos 
Jobim. Vocalist Hannah Burgé had a 
bold, versatile voice that soared with 
ease through the numbers, while Jon- 
athan Baker delighted the audience 
with his lively piano playing. 

The Vocal Jazz Ensemble, directed 
by Lisa Timney, closed out the show 
with a number of pieces, Adorned in 
bright colours, the Vocal Ensemble 
brought life, emotion and aceuracy 
to the pieces they sang. Timney di- 
rected the group with enthusiasm and 
vigour. The first number, an arrange- 
ment of “Sway” by Kirby Shaw, found 
the entire audience swaying with the 
ensemble and the gifted soloists. 

The highlight of the Vocal Ensemble’s 
performance, however, was no doubt 
the two pieces performed a cappella, 
which could only be described as sim- 
ply breathtaking. The classic ballad 
“Danny Boy” set to the old Irish tune 
“Londonderry Air” was exception- 
ally performed by the group with the 


gentle climbs, soft dips and confident 
solos. Likewise “Down in the River 
to Pray” was majestically sung by the 
group a cappella and contained tre- 
mendous harmony as the women lead. 
The gentlemen carried the echo with 
reverence in their voices reflecting 
what one audience member described 
as, “music for the soul.” The Vocal En- 
semble, along with the accompanying 
bass, drums and piano, capped off the 
evening with “Don’t Get Around Much 
Anymore.” The lively piece from in the 
1940s featured the scatting which is so 
popular in jazz music. 

An event such as this is a testament 
to Redeemer’s music program which 
has grown in leaps and bounds since 
its foundations. Through all the prog- 
ress the music has made in the past 
years, the goal is still as clear as al- 
ways that, as the Music Department's 
Mission Statement reads, “music is a 
gift from God,” and “all kinds of music 
may be used to glorify God,” “All That 
Jazz” was certainly an amazing eve- 
ning of music in the jazz style, and one 
can be assured that more than a few 
bobbing heads and tapping toes could 
be found in the audience throughout 
the evening. @ 
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NHL legend Ken Dryden weighs 
in on state of hockey 


Former Canadiens goalie-turned-politician discusses his book, concussions 
and hockey’s future in Montreal 


DAVID KAUFMANN 
THE LINK 
CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY 


MONTREAL (CUP) — A crowd 
filled the Indigo bookstore in Place 
Montréal Trust Feb. 2 to hear former 
Montreal Canadiens goaltender and 
politician Ken Dryden talk about his 
book, The Game, and weigh in on the 
concussion crisis currently rocking the 
hockey world. 

The event was put on as part of Can- 
ada Reads, a Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation-run endeavour to choose 
and promote Canada’s best books. 
The Game, released in 1983, recounts 
Dryden’s memories of the pressures 
of being a goaltender in the National 
Hockey League. It also takes an in- 
depth look at the Montreal squad that 
took home the Stanley Cup in 1979. 

Dryden went from speaking of his 
earliest moments playing the sport to 
discussing the speed and intensity of 
how it is played today. 

The 64-year-old multi-Vezina Award- 
winner spoke about the drastic change 
in speed in the game now compared 
to when he donned the Habs jersey 33 
years azo 

If you look at a full game from the 
1950s, one from the '70s and one from 
today, you'd think, ‘Oh my God, that 
game is unbelievably slow,” he said. 

Dryden recalled there was no phrase 
like “finishing your checks” back then 
because the other player would be too 

lar away 

If you did [finish your check and hit 
somebody], you would have had to go 

10 or 15 more feet,” he said. “[It] was 
so obviously interference that it didn’t 
happen 

Dryden felt that players 
conditioning and increased size 


improved 
were 


tactors 


that have changed the game 
ignificantly 
It's the col 


Ww hole 


bination of a game that 


10CS a lot faster, and players 


that would be an average of 25 pounds 


PETER REID 


HAMILTON, Ont 
ton players and coach in the Ontario 
Colleges Athletic Association (OCAA) 
were honoured Thursday night at the 
Courtyard by Marriott in Hamilton 

part of the 2012 OCAA Badminton 
being hosted by Re 


The top badmin 


Championship 


deemer University College 
Tracy Wong is now the two-time 
OCAA women's badminton player of 
ear. The econd-year Humbe! 
er continued her domination of 
e OCAA in both singles and double 
oing undefeated for a second 
despit a late start due 
(f .W I nonal 
| Corti hh { 
j | | l n 
im i-Canadialr ind 
mi I Canadian Col 
th] ia I CCAA) 
+p tf I hie i 
{ bt } lalist i men 
last ison. Won is the only 
male badminton athlete to compet 
r Canada at the 010 Youth Olym 
oingapore 


heavier now, and in very good condi- 
tion, so the force of collisions is that 
much greater,” said Dryden. 

In light of this, he believes that 50 
years from now, people are going to 
be looking back, wondering how ir- 
responsible the athletes of today could 
be. “Do you know what happens with a 
brain inside of a skull, with collisions? 
It's similar to throwing a Super-Ball 
on a squash court,” he said 

Dryden tended goal for the Cana- 
diens between 1970 and 1979, win- 
ning six Stanley Cups and five Vezina 
Trophies in that period as the league’s 
best net-minder before retiring from 
hockey at the age of 31. 

Dryden pursued a number of differ- 


ent fields after his NHL career, pub- 
lishing several books, working as an 
executive for the Toronto Maple Leafs, 
and serving as a MP for the Liberal 
Party from 2004 to 2011. 

Dryden’s not the only one who's wor- 
ried about the state of the game, how- 
ever. Gordon Bloom, associate pro- 
fessor of sport psychology at McGill 
University, joined Dryden at the talk 
and noted that all this hitting in the 
NHL is having an impact on children 
as well. 

“If professionals are showing a lack 
of respect by not playing the game 
the way it used to be played, it carries 
down, and I've seen it in minor hock- 
ey,” said Bloom. 


In fact, Lisa-Marie Breton, who plays 
for the Montreal Stars of the Canadian 
Women’s Hockey League, has kept 
away from watching men’s hockey be- 
cause of this intensity. 

“I don’t watch the NHL because I 
find there’s not enough passes or nice 
plays. The guys are just smashing into 
the boards,” said Breton, who also 
works as a fitness trainer for Concor- 
dia University. “In women’s hockey we 
don’t have body checks; we have con- 
tact which is only along the boards, in 
the same direction.” q@ 
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NHL legend Ken Dryden addresses a crowd at the Indigo bookstore in Montreal. (Photo by Adam Kovac/The Link). 


Reid, Wong, Ng Earn Top OCAA 
Badminton Awards 


Dayvon Reid is the OCAA men’s bad 
minton player of the year. The fourth 
year George Brown student is a former 
Jamaican national junior team player 
He has won medals in each of the past 
three OCAA championships, including 
two silvers in men’s singles and a gold 
last season in men’s doubles, He along 
with his men’s doubles partner Mark 
Wong won gold medals in five OCAA 
tournaments this past season, includ 
ing the East regionals 

Reid has improved technically and 


has worked hard to improve his physi 


cal fitne Reid is a two-sport OCAA 
athlete playing with the George 
Brown soccer team as part of his 


preparation for badminton this sea 
Reid also contributes as a 


vif hy hy IVI earned his Level l rec h 


nical National Coaching Certification 
Program (NCCP) certification. Reid | 
in all-Canadian and a nominee for the 
CCAA men’s player of the yeat 


George Brown Kim 


OCAA coach of the year, George Brown 


has shown improvement in their play 


in 2011-12, and Ng is a key 


why. The recruitment of Wong and the 
development of both he and Reid has 


helped produce one of the top mens 


youth 


Ng is the 2012 


reason 


doubles teams in the province. The 
addition and development of Boryana 
Yankova has improved George Brown 


in the women’s singles category over 


the previous season. 
Ng is a strong technical and tactical 
coach for, however, his greatest con- 


tribution is as mentor and teacher of 


positive living skills. He ensures that 
his student athletes put school first 
and he supports their career develop- 
ment as much as possible. Ng is the 


OCAA nominee for the CCAA coach of 


the year, nny 
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New 
Career 
Points 
Leader 


Erika Straatsma 
breaks Redeemer 


points record 


PETER REID 


The Redeemer Volleyball teams 
squared off against the St. Clair Saints 
on the road this afternoon and al- 
though both teams came away with a 
3-0 win, there was something else that 
proved to be the highlight of the trip. 
On a night where veteran volleyball 
player Erika Straatsma played her sec- 
ond last volleyball game as a Redeemer 
Royal, she broke the Redeemer Career 
Points record. 

Erika’s 16 points against St. Clair 
were enough to break the old record 
of 645 that was held by future Hall of 
Famer Allison Lammers. Straatsma 
still has 1 game remaining in the 2011- 
2012 season. Erika Straatsma contin- 
ued her record setting season as she 
had already passed Allison Lammers 
record of Career Kills. Erika also set 
a new Redeemer Kills in a Match re- 
cord earlier this season with 21 and 
had tied Redeemer’s Points in a Match 
record with 24. 

Curtiss Straatsma also had a big 
game for the Royals with 16 points 
off of 12 kills and 4 blocks. The game 
scores were 25-23, 25-14, 25-23. The 
Lady Royals keep their playoff hopes 
alive with the win. In what seemed 
like a very longshot a few weeks ago, 
the women’s team is just one win away 
from making it to a crossover playoff. 
David Klomps had a game high 14 
points in the Men’s 3-0 win over St. 
Clair. The game scores were 25-18, 25- 
21, 25-11. 

The Royals finish up their regular 
season play with one more match on 
the road. They face Sheridan College 
on February isth.@> 
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BRANDON RICHARDSON 


After many years of championships, 
sporting events and dedicated ath- 
letes, Redeemer has seen a burst in 
the 2011-2012 intramural and extra- 
mural participation. Redeemer has 
assembled many different teams, both 
intramural and extramural in the past 
couple of years including dodgeball, 
hockey and soccer amongst others. 
The current year saw the completion of 
the soccer dome which may be partly 
responsible for the domination of the 
current soccer leagues. Under great 
leadership, soccer in the Redeemer 
community has spread like wild fire. 
Redeemer's intramurals has seen 
a huge growth this year under the 
leadership of Axel Hiemstra. Axel has 
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been able to successfully promote the 
League while flawlessly putting to- 
gether an organized schedule which 
includes approximately 200 players, 
broken into 19 teams. The season 
which started in January will contin- 
ue on into the beginning of March. A 
few scouted predictions for this year’s 
championships would be Spring- 
brook, Bridgeport or Bookjans. Most 
weeknights after 11 p.m. you can catch 
the excitement of the soccer intramu- 
rals as Redeemer students take to the 
field. 

Redeemer has also seen an increase 
in flag football and ultimate frisbee 
participation. After reading break, 
volleyball intramurals will start up 
followed by springball. Hiemstra re- 
minds all Redeemer students that the 


Indoor League program is a great way 
to meet new people and get some exer- 
cise, anyone can play! 

When Redeemer intramurals aren't 
running, you can bet another Re- 
deemer league is. Aaron Vedder leads 
Redeemer FC, a Student Senate Club 
league that is partially funded by the 
Student Senate. Every Thursday night 
at 11 p.m. you will be able to find six 
teams and 84 players fighting for a 
win on the turf and having fun do- 
ing so. The league which was started 
several years ago by Melissa Deelstra 
has been run through many leaders 
and now finds itself in the hands of a 
dreamer. Vedder's hope is to “provide 
a level of soccer somewhere between 
intramurals and varsity.” 

Vedder's vision continues to expand 


1 


ROYALS 


Soccer murals make second semester 
come-back 


as he expects growth resulting from 
the dome location and due to the 
unique qualities of the league such 
as professionalism and commitment 
Redeemer FC has seen its first strong 
fan base since the league has started 
and the vision and expectations of 
this soccer community event continue 
to grow. The league provides a way 
to connect with the Redeemer com 
munity in a fun way while providing 
a competition level where all athletes 
thrive. Rick Northrup is mentioned by 
Vedder as one of the driving forces of 
organization by way of officials. The 
long-time referee has done a fantastic 
job this year in searching for referees 
to help the league. 

Overall Redeemer’s community has 
definitely been blessed by the soccer 


Royals Rugby holds varsity 
ambitions 


BRANDON RICHARDSON 


Saturday, January 28, 2011 marked 
a special day for many Redeemer 
athletes as our very own Royals laced 
their shoes for a classic rugby show- 
down against the Chatham All-Stars, a 
team comprised of many different col- 
leges and teams. The first rugby games 
ever played by Royal athletes was set 
to start at 4 p.m. as the women took 
to the field, followed by the men at 6 
p.m. 

Over a hundred excited fans showed 
up for the event, expectation looming 
in the air. The day was especially sig- 
nificant for a few visionary athletes, 
who had dreamt of this day for over 
a year and had arranged the game in- 
dependently of Redeemer’s organized 
athletics. Rachael Loney, Luke McKee 
and Steve Stone were the ones to faith- 
fully carry the vision and implement 
this hopeful endeavor a year after its 
birth. 

The women’s Royals team had the 
first shot to prove themselves, under 
coaching from Mr. Louw and Rachael 
Loney. Hopes were high amongst the 
unified team despite only six or sev- 
en members ever having previously 
played the sport. As the game got un- 
derway, fans were introduced to a few 
influential players and their physical 
dominance on the field: Megan Far- 
quharson and Kristen Hayes domi- 
nated tackles and hits while Rebecca 
Brouwer showcased her speed and 
eventually scored the Royals first ever 
‘try’ leading the team to a 5-5 tie be- 
tween our Royals and the experienced 
All-Stars. It was clear that the Royals’ 
team spirit and tackling were forces to 
be reckoned with during the game, fo- 
cus in upcoming practices probably to 
be spent on quick passing. 

The following game was Redeemer’s 
men's team, with a chance to improve 
on the women’s tie, As the energetic 
squad took to the field a noticeable 
size difference was seen between our 
much smaller Royals and the much 
larger All-Stars. The team, headed 
up by Craig Lwytn, had a total of four 
players who previously has played 
rugby. The men's team had a rough 
start to the game allowing three tries 
in the first quarter and two more in the 
second quarter, 

Further in the game the Royals saw 
more aggressiveness and commitment 
to their game plan as they did not al- 
low a try in the second half. Highlight 
hits came from Colin Hayes, Joe Han- 
dal, PJ Buys, Rudi Louw and Josh Er- 
ikson. Mentionable runs came from 


Rudi Louw and PJ Buys who picked 
up an underhand pass from Luke 
McKee and headed halfway down the 
field before being tackled. Despite 
falling 25-0, the team saw a major im- 
provement between the first half of the 
game and the second. A notable team 
strength was their tackling, and future 
focus will be placed on teamwork and 
passing. 

PJ Buys commented after the game, 
“As a team our improvement was dra- 
matic from the first 15 minutes to the 
end of the game. We played a really 
good team and we held our own, We're 
going to be a much more experienced 
team and a force to be reckoned with 
in our next game.” 

The Redeemer club team is hopeful 
that their hard work pays off and even- 
tually results in becoming a varsity 
team. The dedication and support that 
has been shown thus far has been as- 
tounding and is expected to only grow 
from here. Highlights from the game 
can be seen by going to Youtube and 
searching “Redeemer Royals Rugby.” 


well as the two incredibl 
leaders at the driving center of Re 
As the 
continue, make sure you catch a game 
these 


has been able to 


dome as 


deemer soccer soccer seasons 


or get involved in incredible 


leagues. Redeemer 
build itself in many areas, but sports 
and soccer in particular are one facet 


that shines brightly. qp 
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The Christian 
Roots of St. 
Valentine’s Day 


ADAM CHILDS 


In recent years, the modest tradi- 
tions of Valentine’s Day have been 
swept aside by a surge of commercial 
expectation and a culture fuelled by 
lust. Now, it has become a rarity for 
a person to be acquainted with this 
holiday’s original Christian antiquity, 
or better yet, see Valentine’s Day as a 
reminder for them to daily surrender 
their lives, not to some earthly love, 
but to him who alone is love. 

The historical St. Valentine, whom 
the day venerates, was a third century 
bishop in Terni during the reign and 
persecution of Emperor Claudius II. 
Under Claudius’ reign, the Roman 
Empire was beginning its final de- 
cline and becoming unstable. Observ- 
ing this, the Emperor attempted to 
strengthen his Empire by forbidding 
young soldiers to marry in the hopes 
of producing soldiers who singularly 
sought the good of the Empire, not 
bound by marital obligations. 

Naturally, the early church refused 
to conform to the Emperor’s unrea- 
sonable demand, and men like St. Val- 
entine continued to allow soldiers to 
enter into Christian matrimony. But 
these marriages could hardly go on 
unnoticed and soon St. Valentine was 
arrested. During his imprisonment, 
St. Valentine miraculously restored 
the sight of the daughter of his jailor, 
Asterius 

This healing sparked a deep friend 
ship between Valentine and Asterius’ 
daughter, so when St. Valentine was 
sentenced to be executed the girl be 
came greatly distraught. Upon hear 
ing of her grief, Valentine requested 
writing implements from Asterius 


and wrote her the first valentine. This 
note was not one of romantic love, but 
rather one of consolation, speaking of 
the need for hope in God's promise of 
eternal life. Soon after, on the 14th of 
February in 269, St. Valentine's sen- 
tence was carried out. 

But no truly Christian story ends in 
death. Mid-February had long been a 
time to celebrate the fertility of spring. 
In ancient Rome, the festival of Luper- 
calia was a celebration of and a prayer 
for fertility, and was observed on the 
15th of February. One tradition of this 
festival had young boys drawing the 
names of girls with whom they would 
be paired until the celebration of Lu- 
percalia the following year. 

However, Lupercalia by the fifth cen- 
tury had grown to become a crass and 
obscene festival, which saw hordes of 
Romans running through the streets 
nude and engaging in a number of 
other promiscuous activities. So, in 
496, Pope Galasius laboured to elimi- 
nate this indecent event and recom- 
mended in its place the celebration of 
St. Valentine’s martyrdom, being the 
day before. 

On St. Valentine’s feast day, Roman 
youths were encouraged to draw the 
names of Christian Saints instead of 
the names of girls, so that instead of 
pursuing lustful passions with a fe- 
male pairing, they could be inspired 
to cultivate Christian charity by learn- 
ing about and imitating the lives of the 
faithful Saints who went before them. 
Most importantly, in imitating St. Val- 
entine himself, notes would be written 
between Christians, inspiring hope in 
God’s promise and virtuous Christian 
lives. These notes became the origins 
of the valentines that we have today. 

St. Valentine’s Day provides us a 
specific example of a way in which the 
Holy Spirit works in the world through 
the church: sanctifying the secular, el- 
evating the natural to the supernatu- 
ral, and bringing all things under the 
realm of the Heavenly Kingdom. But 
how quickly is St. Valentine’s Day be- 
ing taken captive by romance and lust, 
chocolates and flowers! What had 
previously been sanctified by God's 
grace is rapidly slipping back into the 
secular. 

It becomes the duty of this Christian 
generation to return Valentine’s Day 
to the holy day it was intended to be. 
That is, a day where we honour the 
saintly life of one who has gone before 
us, looking to imitate saintly behav 
iour in our own life and to encourage 
saintly behaviour in those we love. 
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Beauty Beheld 


JASON CHONG 


Beauty. Sometimes it’s easy to spot 
and other times it’s much more dif- 
ficult; but without a doubt, you can 
find it anywhere. That's because a God 
who loves beautiful things and loves to 
make things beautiful choose to infuse 
beauty into His creation so that He, as 
well as those made in His image, could 
enjoy it for what it is: Beautiful. Then 
somewhere along the way, beauty 
became so incredibly twisted that it 
hardly represents what it should. The 
world around us has turned beauty 
into something that needs to be taken, 
used or owned without regard to or 
respect for whatever or whoever dis- 
plays it. It also tells us who or what has 
any beauty at all and the standards of 
that beauty. But as sons and daughters 
of the God who thought making things 
beautiful was an awesome idea, this 
is not at all an acceptable way to treat 
beauty. 

Allow me to explain with one of 
the most common examples of what 
the world says beauty is. The world 
rightly says that women are creatures 
of beauty (let’s be honest here) but 
has clear criteria about what women 
have to do to be named such. For in- 
stance, I recently watched some com- 
mercial which was advertising some 
makeup remover. The woman talking 
about it, who obviously had to be at- 
tractive, was saying that this product 
removed makeup on your face that 
you didn’t even know was there. Of 
course, if you just left it there it would 


have some negative effect on beauty, 
which to many women is something 
they'd rather avoid. There was some- 
thing underlying about what the com- 
mercial was trying to get across that 
really irked me. What I was focused 
on had nothing to do with the product 
itself, but two other far more insidious 
messages being used to sell it. First, it 
said “if you don’t use this product, you 
will have makeup left on your face and 
you won't be beautiful” and second, “if 
you don’t use makeup, you won't be 
beautiful.” To buy into either one of 
these messages automatically begets 
the other, effectively trapping women 
based on their good desire to be beau- 
tiful. As far as I’m concerned, that’s a 
problem. 

First, let me say that I’m not against 
the use of makeup. That's not what I’m 
trying to say. But for goodness sake 
ladies, don’t you know that you don’t 
need that to catch the eye of a gentle- 
man? Let me speak for most guys and 
say that makeup is like icing on top of 
an already delicious cake because re- 
ally, when a guy thinks a girl is attrac- 
tive he doesn’t need much else when 
his intentions are pure. To him, he al- 
ready thinks you're the most beautiful 
being that he has ever seen, Any guy 
that expects you to wear makeup at all 
times when you're with him isn’t worth 
any of your time because first, he isn’t 
actually looking at you for who you 
are, and second, if all he cares about is 
outward appearance then all he wants 
is your body, nothing else. Do you girls 
really want to be reduced to that? 

I think most would say no. But this is 
what beauty is reduced to. The world 


tells women that their beauty is based 
entirely on what is seen on the out- 
side, placing all other appearances of 
beauty under it. It's an astoundingly 
bankrupt view of beauty and runs en- 
tirely on fear. Just think about it for a 
minute or two. Why do you think that 
everyone, especially women, want to 
be young? Might I suggest that one 
of the reasons is because that is when 
outward appearance is at its peak? 
After that, it starts to go downhill. 
Since the world holds that time up as 
the standard of beauty, every woman 
who subscribes to this view knows 
that once she passes her twenties, 
her metaphorical beauty meter starts 
dropping slowly but surely, striking 
fear into the core of her being because 
she wants to look and feel beautiful. So 
she scrambles to keep picking up pow- 
erups like makeup and plastic surgery 
to keep that meter where she thinks 
it’s supposed to be. This takes a huge 
amount of resources to maintain and 
what’s worse, it never lasts very long. 
As such it offers no solace to a girl; it 
only tells her to buy more things that 
make her beautiful. 

So what’s the big deal? If you ask that 
question, the devil has deceived you. 
You see, he knows that God created 
women with beauty in mind for them. 
Because He created them so, beauty 
is how a girl measures her worth. Sa- 
tan takes that truth and twists it to 
make it something that he can control 
women with. Under the world’s view, 
if you want to be beautiful, you have 
to fight tooth and nail for it and never 
let anyone else take it for themselves. 
On top of that, the world’s conception 


of the idea changes constantly from 
one thing to the next. It’s nearly im- 
possible to win; thus, a woman will 
never feel fulfilled if she loses, or she 
will have destroyed many others if she 
wins. In either situation, she can’t be 
beautiful and therefore feels that she 
can't be loved, leading to a sense of 
worthlessness, shame and failure. 

It is this definition of beauty that ru- 
ins so many women and leads many 
men astray. It's what predominantly 
runs the sex industry. It’s what sells 
popular magazines (wow, that model 
looks nice), brands of beer (this beer 
gets me women?!), healthy eating 
books (she’s so slim!) and so many 
other things the marketers want 
people to buy into. It works so well 
because people realize that they like 
things that look nice and pretty and 
makes them feel good inside. Well, 
that’s the purpose of beautiful things: 
they entice. But take a moment to con- 
sider what that means; to entice is to 
draw in something or someone and 
create a desire to have. Perhaps you 
see where I’m going with this. 

What is that thing that beauty is pri- 
marily supposed to create a desire for? 
To use a philosophical term, I believe 
“properly functioning” beauty entices 
people to have a desire for God, who 
came up with the idea in the first place. 
I think it would be fair to say that 
when Christians see true beauty, what 
they see is God reflected in the beauty 
and they love God for it. Also, since it 
is God who created the concept, He 
expects it to be respected; however, 
when the world removes God from the 
center of what beauty means, it be- 
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comes incredibly dangerous and eas 
ily twisted. Beauty without God tends 
to entice people (Christians included) 
towards lust, greed and envy, among 
other godless things. 

In knowing these things, it is impera- 
tive that those who profess to carry the 
name of Jesus understand what impli- 
cations this has in our relationships, 
especially between man and woman. 
For women, let me say this. You are 
the Crown of Creation (credit goes 
to John and Stasi Eldridge); it’s one 
of my favorite terms to describe the 
beauty that God bestowed upon you as 
He lovingly fashioned Eve. Remember 
that you are esteemed daughters of the 
King Almighty. Love and respect your 
self as He has done and is doing right 
now and will continue to do forever. 
Let this be encouragement to you: God 
is always more concerned with beau- 
ty that cannot readily be seen than 
beauty that is seen. He just loves that 
stuff. For men, let me say this: many 
of you have already failed to respect 
beauty as you should. You've seen it as 
something to be owned, taken, used. 
It would be best if you changed your 
perspective, lest God deal harshly with 
you. Tread lightly where you encoun- 
ter true beauty because it is sacred 
ground. Finally, remember that you 
are noble and true sons of God as 
called by Him. Act like it. 
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Me 


JORDAN POWELL 


I'd like to say that I am doing a good 
job in waiting for the woman God 
wants me to marry. I think about how 
she is going to be passionate for God, 
how she is going to be kind and gentle 
and how her hair is always going to 
be blowing in the wind. I guess that’s 
what has kept me from dating or pur- 
suing any relationships in the past. I 
was waiting for her. Someday, I would 
meet this girl and God would say, “yes 
Jordan, she is the one.” I would pur- 
sue her and then have the ultimate 
marriage. 

In a conversation with a friend, I 
compared it to a puzzle. I was one of 
the pieces. I was uniquely designed 
with all my quirks and edges, and 
somewhere there was someone who 
was designed to fit me perfectly. After 
searching past all of the puzzle pieces 
meant for someone else, I would final- 
ly meet her and we would mesh per- 
fectly, living happily ever after. 

Then I realized how stupid that was. 

Don’t get me wrong, there are some 
people out there that work better than 
others. Some people have conflicting 
personalities and others have great 
chemistry, but one can't expect to 
have a perfect marriage. Whenever I 
ask someone in a marriage how they 
find it, the first thing everyone - with 
no exception - has said to me is, “well, 
it takes work.” Really? What are you 
expecting? I haven't been able to find 
one thing in this fallen world that 
works perfectly. How come we are 
constantly surprised when marriage 
isn't an exception to that? It could be 
due in part to the way it is dramatized 
in movies and TV shows. It could be 
because we are told stories about true 
love as children. Mostly, though, 1 


think we just need to stop expecting 
our spouses to be Christ. 

The real issue isn’t whether there 
is one person that God has for us or 
not. Personally, I would like to think 
that there is. No, the issue is the role 
we expect them to fulfill. For years I 
approached the situation with the at- 
titude that she would complete me. 
People have a longing for love and to 
be loved, It isn’t hard before you are 
married to have the expectation that 
your spouse will satisfy that longing. 
But then I started to look at actual 
marriages. So many of them were fall- 
ing apart with the husband and wife 
angry at each other for not fulfilling 
those expectations. Why would mine 
be any different? 

The thing is, my desire to be loved 
isn’t meant to be fulfilled by my wife. 
St. Augustine said that there is a God- 
shaped vacuum within us, an empti- 
ness that longs for the attributes of 
God. One of the most important things 
that we long for is love and that is ul- 
timately fulfilled in Christ. How then 
can I expect my wife to be the source 
of perfect love and fill that part of my 
heart meant for God? I think the Bible 
is very clear when it says that none of 
us measure up to God. If I place that 
kind of expectation on my marriage, 
how can I expect it to work? I am 
wanting something that marriage can 
never give me, leaving me dissatisfied 
no matter how hard my wife tries to 
love me. 

1 haven't stopped waiting for the 
woman I will one day marry. I know 
she is going to be great; however, I 
know she isn't going to be perfect. The 
last thing she needs is for me to expect 
that from her. Take my advice. If you 
want your marriage to work, let your 
spouse be your spouse, and Christ be 
Christ to you. @ 


AMANDA CURRAN 


Sometimes we go through life think- 
ing we have things pretty much fig- 
ured out, that we are on the right track 
in most aspects of life. My spiritual 
journey since being at Redeemer has 
involved a lot of questioning, learn- 
ing and excitement as I have grown 
deeper in my understanding of who 
I am in Christ, as well as in my per- 
sonal faith journey. Recently my faith 
has been challenged in a specific way 
though. I have always been able to say 
growing up that I love God and I want 
to believe that I have been sincere in 
saying that; however, lately I have 
been learning more of what it means 
to be truly in love with God, with the 
one who created me, sustains me and 
loves me beyond anything that a mere 
four letter word can express. 

Recently I heard a sermon at church 
about getting the Lord’s message out 
to the entire world, with a huge focus 
on encouraging the congregation to 
really think about and reflect on where 
our orientation is in life. The pastor 
encouraged the congregation to think 
about the idols that are in our lives, 
whether money, relationships, self, 
success, etc. We were reminded of 
the verses in Luke saying that we can- 
not serve two masters; yet, how many 
times in our daily lives are our focuses 
turned away from an intimate rela- 
tionship with Christ. So many times 
our Christian walks can fall into the 
trap of becoming too routine and stag- 
nant, and as with any love relation- 
ship, this can be dangerous, A rela- 
tionship with Christ is not something 
that takes a one time commitment. It 
is an ongoing process of falling deep- 
er in love with Him. I think that the 
song “Consuming Fire” puts this idea 
perfectly when the lyrics pray, “Con- 
suming Fire, fan into flames/ A pas- 


sion for Your Name.” Each day of our 
lives should be filled with a profound 
desire to have a passionate relation- 
ship with Christ. This relationship can 
only happen when we are truly seek- 
ing Christ. In each day we need to be 
asking ourselves where our focuses in 
life and love are directed. If we are try- 
ing to hold back parts of our lives from 
Christ, then we are not truly open to 
His impact and reign. When we give 
over our entire lives to Christ, then He 
is able to use us for great things and fill 
our lives with passion. It is then, with 
this passion, that we can throw our 
lives into His service and into seeking 
Him further. 

When you are in love, you put your 
time, heart, words and actions into the 
relationship. In the same way, in Deu- 
teronomy 6:5, we are called to love 
God with our heart, soul and strength. 
This love is something that we should 
be excited about. We have not only 
been given an opportunity to have life, 
but more specifically to have a life and 
relationship with Christ. It is a beauti- 
ful thing to be in love, and even more 
amazing and beautiful to be in love 
with the one who is love! 

Too often we see our relationship 
with Christ as a duty or a natural part 
of life, but it is something that should 
be more than that. This relationship 
requires effort and conscious action. I 
firmly believe that before we can truly 
understand human love in relation- 
ships, we must first begin the process 
of learning what it means to love and 
be loved by Christ. A hard concept 
to comprehend in regards to our re- 
lationship with Christ is his sacrifi- 
cial love for us that we will never be 
capable of reciprocating. No matter 
how much we try to return the love of 
the Father for us, it is impossible for 
man to exhibit this extent of love. How 


incomprehensible it is that our Heav- 
enly Father loves us despite all that 
we do and our ultimate corruption. 
It is when we stop and acknowledge 
this deep need for Christ's love, only 
possible because of His amazing grace 
to us, that we begin to experience the 
true joy of what love is. 

My challenge for myself in the rest of 
this semester is to seek and thirst af- 
ter Christ in a way that I have never 
experienced before. This will require 
time devoted to reading His Word, a 
willingness to be open to every and 
any plan He has for my life right now, 
a desire for knowing Him more and 
a deliberate focus on living each mo- 
ment as a blessing from the Father. I 
want to daily fall in love with my Sav- 
iour: three hundred and sixty five days 
a year. @ 
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Chaplain’s Corner |The Brokenness 
of the World 


DR. SYD HIELEMA 


BELONGING 


Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out 
on religion? Come to me. Get away 
with me and you'll recover your life. 
I'll show you how to take a real rest. 
Walk with me and work with me— 
watch how I do it. Learn the unforced 
rhythms of grace. I won't lay any- 
thing heavy or ill-fitting on you. Keep 
company with me and you'll learn to 
live freely and lightly (Matt. 11: 28- 
30, The Message). 


“You belong here.” We see that mes- 
sage all over campus. I must confess I 
kind of like the message, but it scares 
me too. It scares me because in a 
broken world, we're always walking a 


tightrope between truly belonging to a 
community and doing our darndest to 
try to fit in, 

When I belong, I am welcomed just 
as lam. When I'm working hard to fit 
in, I'm constantly trying to tweak who 
lam to make myself more acceptable. 

What do you do to help you fit in with 
others? Check out this list. Some- 
times we try: 


- Changing our vocabulary 

- Adjusting the ways in which we talk 
about ourselves 

- Adjusting the ways in which we talk 
about others 

- Suppressing certain feelings, espe- 
cially negative emotions like sadness 
or anger. 

- Hiding certain opinions, convic- 
tions, doubts or confusions that we 
may have. 

- Dressing in a particular way. 

- Adopting assumptions about which 
people are acceptable and which are 
not. 

A young man I spoke with told me 
that when he went to worship on Sun- 
day, “80% of me stays in the parking 
lot and 20% of me actually makes it 
through the door and into the sanctu- 
ary to worship.” He felt that fitting in 
required him to get rid of most of who 
he was. 

That's partly why I love Eugene Pe- 
terson’s translation of our theme text 
for the year. Are you burned out on 
religion? Are you tired of meeting hu- 
man standards and being on the re- 
ceiving end of human judgments? Are 


the lying voices in your heart that keep 
repeating lines like, “you're not good 
enough, not active enough, not social 
enough, not talented enough, not (fill 
in the blank) enough” leaving you 
drained and discouraged? 

Jesus’ invitation is not an invitation 
to “fit in.” Peterson says it beauti- 
fully: “I won't lay anything ill-fitting 
on you,” 

Jesus doesn’t demand us to fit in. He 
invites us because we belong — to him. 
As Pastor Steve said at CITB last night, 
faithfulness begins with receiving the 
love God has lavished on us, not work- 
ing harder for him. Belonging flows 
from Him, not from us. 

The old catechism paragraph still says 
its best: Q. What is your only comfort 
in life and in death? A, That Iam not 
my own, but belong--body and soul, in 
life and in death--to my faithful Savior 
Jesus Christ. He has fully paid for all 
my sins with his precious blood, and 
has set me free from the tyranny of the 
devil. He also watches over me in such 
a way that not a hair can fall from my 
head without my Father in heaven: 
in fact, all things must work together 
for my salvation. Because I belong to 
him, Christ, by his Holy Spirit, 

assures me of eternal life and makes 
me wholeheartedly willing and ready 
from now on to live for him. 

I hope you do belong here — and that 
you're belonging flows from letting go 
of frantic attempts to fit in because 
you are embraced by the well-fitting 
yoke of Jesus Christ. @p 


Dearest First Years: 
in Your Hands 


What Is 


AARON DEVOS 


How have you responded to the 
question, “What are your career aspi- 
rations after school?” I myself, have 
answered that question in too many 
ways to count. There is one time that 
sticks out in my mind; I think my 
exact wording was, “I don't exactly 
know, but I am strongly considering 
being a mailman.” This isn’t that bad 
of an answer, but because I wrote it 
on a scholarship application geared 
towards leadership, it was about the 
worst response that could be written. 

I have had the opportunity to talk 
with a few first years about this ques 
tion and have discovered that there is 
mixed emotions about it. Some wel- 


Get Ready For Banquet 


This Spring! 


Its back to the Nifty-Fifties! 
Thrifty or not, you don’t 
want to look shifty! 


come it and others prefer that it never 
was asked in the first place. What I 
have discovered, though, is that all 
first years do think about it: many 

of them think about it a lot. In an 
effort to aid in this process, I thought 
I would record a few ideas that have 
been helpful to me. 

For those of you who have become 
anxious about the uncertainty of their 
future career, remember to count 
your blessings. Remember the friends 
and family that have been supportive. 
Remember how God cares for the 
birds of the air and the fish of the sea. 
Remember the water that flows freely 
from your tap and cupboards that are 
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regularly stocked with food. The more 
we count our blessings, the less we 
will worry about our supply of them 
for tomorrow. 

Ask yourself the question, “What is 
in my hands?” You are limited to your 
skills, resources, traditions, location, 
passions, ete. Defining these traits is 
not meant to diminish our inherent 
worth, but rather it can help us rec- 
ognize our unique character. Without 
taking part in this qualifying process 
it leaves too many choices at our dis- 
posal and this can result in paralysis, 
a failure to make a decision at all. 

Be wary of the implicit, and often 
explicit, nature of university towards 
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Weighs 


upon 


my Shoulders 


This was written in response to the 
news about the charges brought 
against a former Redeemer student. 
Perhaps you can relate to it. 


ADAM RUDY 


The brokenness of the world weighs 
upon my shoulders. I know I have 
said this before, and if you know 
me well you have probably heard 
me say it many times. It remains 
though. Brokenness does not just go 
away. I heard about a family whose 
youngest son has heart problems 
and even if he got a heart transplant, 
he would probably only live ten 
years longer. I read this morning a 
story about a little boy who lost both 
his young mother and his sister to a 
drunk driver. A young boy who lost 
his mother to cancer last year just 
walked by me. Murders every week. 

Theft. Robbery. Rape. Alcoholism. 
Drug Addictions. Terrorism. Natural 
Disasters. Hate. Exploitation. Greed. 
Lust. Pride. Excessive Wealth, Adul- 
tery. Idolatry. The list goes on for 
far, far too long. Of course there is 
hope in Jesus Christ and the longer 


upward mobility. Upward mobility 
does not have to mean finding a job in 
a bigger city. It does not have to mean 
an increase in salary. These views can 
lead to a neglect of the people, places 
and ideas that we have learned to 
respect from a young age. 

There is a book by Kevin Deyoung 
entitled, “Just Do Something: A liber- 
ating approach to finding God’s will” 
or “How to Make a Decision Without 
Dreams, Visions, Fleeces, Impres- 
sions, Open Doors, Random Bible 
Verses, Casting Lots, Liver Shivers, 
Writing in the Sky, ete.” Yes, that is 
the entire title. Read it. 

Last, but certainly not least, elimi- 


I live and the more brokenness I see, 
the more I want Him to return. The 
chaplain at my school always says 
that creation groans with longing for 
the day of reconciliation, that is, the 
day Jesus returns. I am inclined to 
agree and I add my groans as well. 
Brokenness. I am discouraged by 

a lot Christians in North America 
and here is one (of many) reasons 
why: even after deciding to follow 
Jesus and become part of his body, 
that is the Church (which in theory 
should be a loving, actively working 
community) so many of us hide our 
brokenness. We probably do this 
because of our culture’s influence 
on us. An area where we have failed 
at being “in the world but not of the 
world.” What if we let our weak- 
ness show? What if our brokenness 
became visible to our brothers and 
sisters? Do you really fear judge- 
ment from them, when the only 
judgement that really matters is 
God's judgement? What if we all 
lived with integrity? q@p 


nate distractions. This is an extremely 
difficult process and by no means can 
I give a how-to rubric. I can only refer 
to 1 Kings 19:11-13, “Then a great and 
powerful wind tore the mountains 
apart and shattered the rocks before 
the Lord, but the Lord was not in the 
wind. After the wind there was an 
earthquake, but the Lord was not in 
the earthquake. After the earthquake 
came a fire, but the Lord was not in 
the fire. And after the fire came a 
gentle whisper. When Elijah heard it, 
he pulled his cloak over his face and 
went out and stood at the mouth of 
the cave.” 
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OPINIONS 


Editorial: The restructuring myth 


BRITTANY KNAPPER 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 


In December, the announcement 
was made that Eileen Fallon’s nearly 
20-year tenure at Redeemer was 
terminated. Student Life would be 
restructuring, and apparently Fallon 
no longer fit. 

On January 20, Dean of Students, 
Karen Cornies, and Associate Vice 
President of Student Development 
and Registrar, Richard Wikkerink, 
met with RAs and HAs to discuss 
what, exactly, restructuring Student 
Life was going to look like. 

Cornies and Wikkerink assured RAs 
and HAs that the structure of campus 
life would be maintained, with the 
exception of not housing on-campus 
students in the Garner and Kitty Mur- 
ray off-campus rentals and adding an 
option for senior students to live in 
Augustine Hall. As a minor change 


to the hiring process, incoming RAs 
and HAs would be interviewed by 
two members of Student Life staff as 
opposed to one. Fallon’s position in 
Student Life will be filled in August, 
just in time for the 2012-13 academic 
year. 

For those students in the meeting 
who remembered the days when 
this was exactly the way campus was 
structured, the question which fol- 
lowed was inevitable. 

“So basically you're telling us that 
you're not really changing anything?” 
voiced one RA. Dean Cornies stood 
perfectly still, allowing the silence 
to penetrate the room long enough 
to allow those present to hear the 
preverbal pin drop; then she simply 
responded with, “Yes. Thank you for 
your question.” 

Now, forgive me for pointing out 
the inconsistency here, but how does 
nullifying the reasoning and claims 


for terminating the employment of a 
member of Student Life staff, legiti- 

mize mythological restructuring? It 

does nothing but prompt questions 

for the truth. 

At the heart, inconsistency is a sort 
of fatal flaw when it comes to this 
myth of Student Life’s restructuring 
and admitting to student staff that the 
restructuring is nothing more than 
myth, isn’t simply overcome because 
it was presented with eloquence and 
confidence. 

Now, correct me if I am wrong, but 
I distinctly remember my yester- 
years at Redeemer when third floor 
Aug Hall and the ‘o5s apartments 
were occupied by third or fourth year 
students. The 2010-11 academic year 
saw senior students living in both the 
Garner and Kitty Murray off-campus 
rentals, Realistically, adding a second 
person in the RA/HA interview room 
can’t really be considered restructur- 


ing since it does not fundamentally 
change the way Student Life operates. 

The fact of the matter is, something 
isn’t being said. While I acknowledge 
that personal privacy laws probably 
won't allow what's not being said to 
become public knowledge, I lose a 
certain amount of trust in my supe- 
riors when a sloppily devised myth is 
being used to validate actions. 

Student Life's name bears the inter- 
ests of every student at Redeemer. At 
its core, it is a department designed 
to meet the needs of students, and 
it places a strong emphasis on the 
relationships it builds with those it 
serves. But every relationship is built 
on trust, and currently RAs and HAs 
are having a difficult time accepting 
fabricated truth, and it is making 
trusting the authorities incredibly 
difficult. 

I'm doubtful that Student Life's 
governing persons had a full picture 


plan when they suggested the myth 
of restructuring. That Dean Cornies 
couldn't give any concrete informa- 
tion regarding this plan for restruc- 


turing when I interviewed her in 
December planted the seed of doubt. 
And those suspicions of mine were 
endorsed when Cornies and Wik- 
kerink admitted to their staff that 
they’re “not really changing any- 
thing.” 

At the end of the day, admitting to 
fallacy doesn't change the fact that 
Fallon will be leaving Redeemer at 
the end of April. It probably doesn't 
change the motivations for terminat- 
ing Fallon’s tenure. But it does change 
the relationship between Student Life 
and its student staff, and that trust is 
going to be tough to regain. 


University of Western 
Ontario simplifies name 


Could Redeemer be next? 


JEREMY PARSONS 
CROWN REPORTER 


Many of us have friends or old class- 
mates who are currently studying at 
the University of Western Ontario, [: 
would wager that very few of them, 
either now or in the past, refer to 
their school as anything other than 
“Western.” This was precisely the rea- 
son why the London-based institution 
recently decided to undergo a full- 
scale branding overhaul, including a 
name change. As of late January, the 
school will now officially be known as 
Western University. 

The initiative for a name change 
came in 2009 with the inauguration 
of the university's current president 
Amit Chakma. “This is our way of 
declaring our intention that we 
are way past a regional school or a 
national school and we want to be 
international,” said Chakma referring 
to the dropping of the nod to Ontario. 
The name change also reflects a new 
branding direction for the school, 
“Harvard isn’t just Harvard,” he said. 
“It’s Harvard University. But you 
don't have to say university. How 
long will it take Western to get there, 
I don’t know. Our goal is to become 
such a recognized brand that just 
Western means us.” 

As mentioned, most students, 
faculty and staff refer to their school 
simply as “Western,” so the new 
name truly mirrors the colloquial. “In 
Canada, when you say Western, peo- 
ple understand what you are talking 
about,” said Chakma. “In many ways 
we are already there.” Interestingly, 
this academic year’s name overhaul 
wasn’t Western's first. Back in 1878, 
a school was founded as Western 

and it wasn't until 1924 
Setter known as the Uni- 
versity “ Western Ontario. UWO will 
only rei ‘ige as the school's 


publication by its writer should 
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the point,” said third year Kinesiology 
student Erin Coates. “Most people 
refer to the university as Western 
rather than the University of Western 
Ontario.” First year music student 
Alex Strelley said he misses the iconic 
University College tower found on the 
old UWO logo, “I kind of like the old 
one because the tower is one of the 
most significant things on campus. 
It’s a really nice old building and it’s 
something that a lot of people know.” 

Regardless of some difference in 
student opinion, it seems as though 
the new name is here to stay. In many 
ways it is a simplification of what 
some have called a geographically 
confusing and arduously long name. 

If you're thinking like I am, there’s 
another institution that comes to 
mind with an arduously long and 
confusing name: Redeemer Univer- 
sity-College. Not unlike Western, 
Redeemer is also plodding a similar 
journey towards an image renewal. 
“To be honest, I would love for us 
to go to Redeemer University,” said 
President Krygsman. “This would be 
helpful to both our students and the 
image that we present.” 

Most students that I've encountered 
on the issue seem to agree. It seems 
somewhat awkward having both “uni- 
versity” and “college” in your school’s 
name—an institutional identity crisis 
of sorts. To many outsiders, espe- 
cially Hamilton residents, Redeemer 
will forever be conceptualized as 
“Redeemer College” because of its 
original name. To others, they aren't 
really sure whether we are Bible col- 
lege or a private university. According 
to Krygsman, getting over these labels 
of misunderstanding will take both 
time and effort. Memes aside, I have 
actually had this conversation many 
times with friends and strangers ers. “It's 
a fully-aceredited university,” I say. 
“They grant undergraduate degrees 
80 it’s really a university college only 
in name.” 

After all, what is the main reason for 


hems “university college” instead 
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explains that “it’s mainly a technical- 
ity. We don’t offer graduate programs 
and so we cannot currently be consid- 
ered for status as simply Re a 
ty.” The province of O 
requires that post-secondary erate 
tions offer Masters degrees or profes- 
sional programs in some manner (on 
top of their undergraduate education) 
in order to have “university” in their 
name without condition. 

Regardless of provincial stipula- 
tion, Krygsman is confident the name 
change will occur in the future, “I 
believe it is a question of when we 
get graduate programs, not if.” That 
said, the school would have to request 
a change in its charter from the 
province, which could take years to 
be granted. “I am not able to give an 
estimated date or time on the change, 
a lot of it depends on logistics and red 
tape,” noted Krygsman. “We don't yet 
have definite plans for grad programs 
but somewhere in the future I could 
see Redeemer offering a Masters of 
Education or Masters of Arts.” 

Admittedly, President Krygsman 
points to a sort of dualism in how 
government administrators view 
schools like Redeemer and Tyndale. 
“The province has this way of dividing 
public universities and Bible schools 
in two separate camps,” he explains. 
“Redeemer's doesn’t truly fit into 
any one of those categories, We are 
a Christian liberal arts and science 
university.” 

So where does that leave the average 
student? How should we seek under- 
standing from those outside of the 
Christian university (college) circle 
regarding our identity? “I for one, 
tend to stress our sense of being a 
university,” said Krygsman. “Whenev- 
er I meet colleagues or people trying 
to understand Redeemer I tend to 
say “Redeemer University-College.” 
This underscores the most important 
part.” Ultima 
out, a name is 
we stand for and whom 

is much more important. 
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Redeemer 
Students not 
sure What to 


“! Think About 


Tuition Snub 


CAMERON OEGEMA 


Redeemer University-College is 
among the private universities not 
covered by the new Ontario tuition 
grants. Opinion on whether it should 
be covered is varied. 

Some, like second-year student Cay- 
ley Beitz, are unhappy with the deci- 
sion. “I’m upset,” said Beitz. “We're 
students too, even if we pay more to 
go to a Christian university, so why 
shouldn't the government extend the 
same benefits to us?” 

Other students doesn't see it as a big 
deal. “If we accept grants (if they were 
to give them out) sooner or later we 
will become a public university like all 
the other universities that started out 
as Christian institutions,” said sec- 
ond-year student Jamie Schaafsma. 
Some aren't quite sure what to 

think. “If we got more public fund- 
ing, I would be concerned because 
the Christian empahsis would be 
decreased. If you are going to provide 
funding for Catholic schools, how- 
ever, you should offer the same grants 
to private schools like us, in the inter- 
est of fairness,” said Laurent Koziak, 
a fourth-year student. 

Much like Beitz, staff at Redeemer 
see this as being a problem of equal- 
ity among all students. In an e-mail 
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to students at the beginning of the 
winter semester, President Hubert 
Krygsman told students that “We 
(Redeemer) view this as an issue 

of fairness to Redeemer students. 
We have met and are continuing to 
work with the Minister Glen Murray 
and his staff to find ways to include 
Redeemer students in the Ontario 
Tuition Grant program.” 

Schaafsma disagrees: “We pay to go 
to a school that is intentionally not 
public, so why should we be trying for 
the same things they get?” 
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eee ee a ee Bla 
Across 62- Trick; 46- Having no. feet; 
63- Farewell; | 48- "..countrymen, lend me 
l- Barbershop request 64-"_ sprach Zarathustra"; © your _ v 
le. 0 Be 5- Aromatic wood; 65- Electric fish; —§0- Jacket material; — 
10- Tooth; 66- Makes a loan; _ §2- Start of a Dickens title; 
14- Hokkaido native; 67- Not e'en once; ok Wash lightly; | 
Ness lt iy l= 15- Small egg; 54- Bogie, e.g.; 
16- Collar type; Down 55- Even _ speak...; } 
baat MS NG ae 17- Temperance; 56- Ballett bend; : 
19- Gaucho's weapon; 1- Implied; 57- Whirl; : 
20- Standards of perfection; 2- _ Janeiro; 61- Roulette bet; 
21- Regent; 3- Type of sanctum; 
23- Rare-earth metallic 4- Chameleonlike; : 
te element; 5- Ate; 
25- Eagle's home; 6- Holiday start; 
| all 26- Truman's Missouri 7- Manure; 
birthplace; 8- Foil maker; 
28- Falls-jumping fish; 31- 9- “Speed” star; 
bei Si i Animate existence; 10- Feverish; 
34- Children’s author Blyton; 1l- Reconciliation; 
longs a, Pa 36- Handle; ]2- _ contendere; 
37- “Much _ About Nothing”, 13- Growl; 
play by Shakespeare; 18- Bones found in the hip; 
38- Building; 22- Clear the board; 
40-_ de guerre; 24- Craze; 
a. 41- Intrinsically; 27- Long arm; 
43- Pond organism; 29- Plains native; 
44- Fit to _; 30- Iditarod terminus; 
45- Spanish rice dish; 31- Scandinavian; 
47- Bird that gets you down; 32- Brain wave; 
a | 3 49- Oozes; 33- Anticipate; 
51- Large New Zealand 35- Toe or finger; 
al | reptile; 38- Conger catcher; 
55- Wingless; 39- Winged staff carried by 
58- Faultfinder; Mercury; 
ee ke 59- Pole, for one; 42- Arm coverings; 
60- Sedative; 44- Craftsperson; 
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GLENDALE 


MOTORS 


community car care 


10% OFF AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE 
Doug Kloet FOR REDEEMER STUDENTS 


Rob Brouwer 407 Wilson St. E., Ancaster, ON L9G 2C4 
Peter Boeringa 905-648-4113 | glendalemotors.ca 
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Automotive Service ExpresslLube TouchlessWash Coin Wash 
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“Tin tempted to say hes a genius,” 
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CUPWIRE.CA PRINTED WITH PERMISSION 


; CAPTION CONTEST WINNER 
3 DANIEL BEST 


ENJOY A GOURMET PANINI SANDWICH AT 
REFRESH! OUR FEBRUARY COUPON ENTITLES 
YOU TO $1.00 OFF THE PURCHASE OF ANY PANINI 
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j SANDWICH AT REFRESH. 
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| 
; Coupon must be surrendered at time of purchase. | 

, Coupon valid for one purchase only j 
. Valid until March 8, 2012 
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